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December 1, 2013

1 The Prominence of God’s
Servant—Shining in Glory

Text: Mark 9:1-29              Focus: Mark 9:1-10, 17-20, 23-27

Key Verses:
“And there was a cloud that 
overshadowed them: and a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, 
This is my beloved Son: hear him. 
And suddenly, when they had 
looked round about, they saw no 
man any more, save Jesus only 
with themselves.”

Mark 9:7, 8

Sunday Devotional: Eyewitness of 
His Majesty, 2 Peter 1:16-19.

Application: Christ is exalted 
above all others, whether prophets, 
priests or preachers. Strive to see 
that He alone is in the place of 
prominence in life.

A FIRST LOOK

 Today we continue our studies in Mark. This is the action 
gospel where Mark presents Jesus as the Servant of God who 
met every situation. Mark moves quickly from event to event 
and gives us vivid descriptions of the things Jesus taught and 
actions He took.
 This study will focus on the passion of Christ as the Servant 
of God. Our studies begin with an often overlooked, but vitally 
important incident in the life and ministry of Christ. Often we 
focus on the birth of Jesus and on His death and resurrection, 
and rightly so, but the transfi guration should be as prominent 
in our studies. This was literally a foretaste of the glory that is 
to come for every saved person.
 In the last verses of chapter 
8, Jesus had given a challenge 
to stewardship and a look ahead 
at the coming judgment. Now, 
He demonstrates His power to 
Peter, James and John. These 
men were privileged to get a 
literal glimpse of glory, and 
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 Daily Devotionals

M. — He Tasted Death for Us, Hebrews 2:9.
T. — God’s King Will Come, Psalm 2:4-7.
W. — The Necessity of Faith, Hebrews 11:6.
T. — The Faith Way Pays, 2 Chronicles 
  20:20-25.
F. — Focus on Jesus, Hebrews 12:1, 2.
S. — Confi dent Prayer, 1 John 5:14, 15.



they never forgot it. Peter referred to this in 2 Peter 1:16-18, and 
although these words were written many years later, the event 
was still fresh in Peter’s mind.
 Jesus Christ is not one of many; He is unique in all Heaven 
and earth. There are many man-made religions, but only one 
Savior, who is the living Son of God. That divine power and 
preeminence is taught in these verses. Jesus had power over life 
in the past and life in future, and He showed that He had power 
over the troubles men face in this life as well.

I. The Power of Christ over Death 

 Jesus began by giving the reason for this event. He had been 
teaching about the kingdom of God and some who heard Him 

A CLOSER LOOK

Text: Mark 9:1-29 5

Mark 9:1-10
 1. And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some 
of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the kingdom of God come with power. 
 2. And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and 
John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: 
and he was transfi gured before them. 
 3. And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as 
no fuller on earth can white them. 
 4. And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were 
talking with Jesus. 
 5. And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to 
be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias. 
 6. For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 
 7. And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 
 8. And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no 
man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 
 9. And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them 
that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son 
of man were risen from the dead. 
10. And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with 
another what the rising from the dead should mean.



teach would see the power of that kingdom during their physical 
lifetimes. Jesus was not saying that some people would live 
through the entire age between His fi rst and second comings. 
Rather, He was teaching there would be a visible, physical 
demonstration of the kingdom and of His power to men who were 
alive at that time. He gave this demonstration six days later.
 Jesus took Peter, James and John to a mountain apart from 
the others who were following Him at this time. Jesus had just 
preached to them about the sacrifi ces of the cross and His coming 
death in Jerusalem. He gave them this revelation to strengthen 
their faith, to encourage them that their work was not going to 
end in darkness and disaster, and to show them it would end in 
triumph, victory and glory. This incident should encourage us 
when we must take up our cross. We can be assured that our 
service to God will not end in disaster; it will end in glory.
 When they got to the mountain, Jesus was transfi gured before 
them. He literally changed form and took on the glorifi ed body 
that is the future of all the children of God. This was clearly a 
supernatural event; there is no natural explanation for it. Jesus 
slipped back into the glory that was His before He came to earth. 
He mentioned that glory in John 17:5. 
 One great lesson here is that our Lord did not have to die 
to be glorifi ed. He laid His life down, and He took it up again. 
He had the power to do that or to avoid death altogether if He 
so chose. Jesus died to do the will of His Father and to save the 
souls of lost people everywhere. The glorifi ed Jesus was shining 
so white and pure there was no earthly comparison.
 The second thing we notice is eternity was opened and Moses 
and Elijah appeared with Jesus and were talking with Him. 
Each of these men was recognizable. They were not physically 
identical. They were also conversing with each other, talking as 
we would with our friends and brethren. There was no need for 
introductions; this was a spiritual meeting and although James, 
Peter and John had never seen Moses or Elijah, they knew them. 
Perhaps, these men were there to represent the Law and the 
Prophets, which were until John. Of course, Jesus represents the 
new covenant, so the picture of glory is complete.
 These two men also reveal the two ways people can pass from 
earth to Heaven. Moses died like most people, but Elijah was 
caught up to Heaven. A whole generation of believers will also 
be caught up to Heaven when Jesus comes again. Either way, we 
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will be in glory with the Lord. Luke tells us that these men spoke 
of the coming death of Christ on the cross (Luke 9:31).
 At this point Peter made a proposal that they enter a building 
project. He wanted to erect three tabernacles, one for Jesus, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah. This shows how little he understood 
about what Jesus had been trying to tell him. In fact, Mark tells 
us Peter spoke out of fear. Someone has said that there are only 
two kinds of speakers—those who have something to say, and 
those who have to say something. Peter had to say something. 
He blurted out the fi rst thing that came to his mind, without 
stopping to think whether it made sense or not. He did not know 
what to say, but he said it anyway. This is a good way to end up 
with your foot in your mouth.
 At that point God spoke, and He once again declared Jesus 
was His Son and instead of offering suggestions, those present 
should listen to Him. As soon as it began, this incident was over, 
and Jesus cautioned these men to keep this to themselves until 
after the resurrection. They obeyed but went away wondering 
what He meant by the resurrection. 
 
II. The Powerless Parent

 When Jesus and the three returned, they found the other 
nine disciples with a dual problem. The scribes had come to 
question them, and, no doubt, the scribes had questions the 
disciples could not answer. The other problem was that a father 
had brought them his son, who had a dumb, or non-speaking 
spirit. Wisely, the disciples turned both cases over to Jesus. No 
doubt, they were glad to see Jesus and the others return.

Text:  Mark 9:1-29  7

Mark 9:17-20
17. And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have 
brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 
18. And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, 
and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy 
disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not. 
19. He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long 
shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me. 
20. And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway 
the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.



 Mark gives us an accurate and vivid description of the 
demonic presence in this helpless boy. These are not symptoms 
of a physical or mental illness although some of these may 
accompany such situations. The problem here was spiritual, not 
physical. The father realized this and so did the disciples. The 
cure would also have to be spiritual. Jesus taught in John 3:3-7 
that spiritual matters must be dealt with in spiritual ways. The 
spirit and the fl esh certainly affect each other, but they are also 
different in their nature.
 The disciples had failed to help this man’s son. We often 
think a lack of faith is a lack of expectation. If we could believe 
completely and defi ne the result, we would be exercising faith. 
Here, we see the opposite. These disciples knew what they 
wanted to happen, and they were earnestly trying to make it 
happen. However, careful defi nition and dedicated effort are not 
the same as faith. We may know precisely what we need and 
want, but it is not the same as having faith in Jesus.
 If we consider all the evidence, we can see what had happened. 
These disciples had faith, but it had somehow changed from faith 
in God to faith in the process they were following. They thought 
that if you said the right words and followed the right ritual, the 
evil spirit would have to leave this man’s son. Maybe without 
even realizing it, they had shifted their faith from confi dence 
in God who can act to a formula that would bring what they 
wanted. This is what we often do. We can easily imagine that it is 
the words we say, or the way we say them, or what is happening 
in our lives that is the real power that makes things happen in 
the lives of others. In truth, it is God who must act in our lives 
and equally in the lives of others, no matter what their problems 
may be. Jesus reproved them for this and said their faith must 
be in God if it is to be a fresh and vital faith.

III. The Power of Christ over Evil Spirits

8 The Prominence of God’s Servant—Shining in Glory

Mark 9:23-27
23. Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth. 
24. And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with 
tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 



 The disciples may not have had faith, but the father did. 
He loved this child and wanted to see him made whole. After 
showing all present how much he cared for this child, this 
troubled father made the great confession of faith in verse 24. 
He stated that he did indeed believe but that he also needed 
help in believing even more. This statement was made from the 
honesty of his weakness. He cast himself on the Lord. He was 
saying that he did believe, but he also felt his limitations and 
did not know how to handle this confl ict. He was casting his 
care on Jesus and Jesus cared for him and his son. That kind of 
faith is small; it is like a grain of mustard seed, but it is also able 
to move mountains. The moment this father said those words, 
the moment he cast himself in his weakness on the Lord, the 
problem was solved. Jesus took over and his son was delivered. 
 We can see how severe the condition of this child was. It 
was with reluctance, even at the command of Jesus, that this 
evil spirit came out of the boy. The evil spirit cried out, brought 
convulsions to the boy and left him as dead, but Jesus picked 
him up by the hand and restored him.

The point of this lesson is that Jesus has power to handle 
any situation in life or even in death. Moses and Elijah had left 
the earth many years before, but they were still alive in Heaven. 
Jesus would die soon, but He would come from the grave 
victorious over death and hell. The young man was tortured by 
an evil spirit, but the disciples had no power to help him. Jesus 
did. 
 Jesus said, “There be some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:27). 

Text:  Mark 9:1-29 9

25. When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he 
rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I 
charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. 
26. And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and 
he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead. 
27. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. 

A FINAL WORD



These disciples had witnessed this. They had seen the kingdom 
of God and its power to change the life of a father and his son. 
Jesus pointed out this happened because of the presence of the 
Son of God in our hearts and our faith in and reliance on Him. 
This kind of faith permits the kingdom of God to come with power 
in our daily lives. When we accept this truth, we can understand 
what Romans 8:31 is telling us, “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?”

 1. What was the purpose of Christ’s transfi guration?
 2. Why did God indicate the construction of three tabernacles 
was a bad idea?
 3. Are demons still active in our world today?
 4. Read 1 John 4:1-4 and discuss how false teachers may be 
detected.

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION
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The Principles of God’s
Servant—Encouraging Humility

Text: Mark 9:30-50          Focus: Mark 9:30-48

Key Verse:
And he sat down, and called 
the twelve, and saith unto 
them, If any man desire to 
be fi rst, the same shall be 
last of all, and servant of all.”

Mark 9:35

Sunday Devotional: The Attitude of 
Christ, Philippians 2:3-8.

Application: Christ came to serve and 
sacrifi ce Himself for lost humanity.  He 
calls believers to follow His example in 
living selfl essly for Him.

A FIRST LOOK

 The kingdom of God is built on principles, not platitudes. A 
clever slogan or catchword will get our attention. Although it 
may be on every lip, it will not build up anyone’s life. Consider 
the slogans and platitudes of modern advertising that so easily 
claim our attention. They are clever, but we will not fi nd a 
meaningful and happy life by applying them.
 In contrast to this shallow view of life, Jesus gave real, 
heavenly principles that will change us for the better. At this 
time, Jesus was traveling through Galilee, back to Capernaum. 
He was leading His disciples to face the reality of the cross. 
Many today want to stress the love of God and the glory of the 
second coming while ignoring the pain and misery that bought 
our salvation. When Jesus fi rst told His disciples He was going to 
Jerusalem to die, they apparently put what He said out of their 
minds. Peter went so 
far as to rebuke Jesus 
for teaching this (Matt. 
16:22).
 Jesus did not come 
so good people could be 
a little better; He came 
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 Daily Devotionals

M. — Follow Christ’s Example, Matthew 20:25-28.
T. — Humility—The Way to Greatness, Luke 14:10, 11.
W. — Offenses—Inevitable but Costly, Luke 17:1, 2.
T. — No Stumbling Block, Romans 14:13.
F. — Give No Offense, 1 Corinthians 10:32, 33.
S. — Live for God in this World, Titus 2:12.
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so lost and hopeless sinners could be saved. This salvation, the 
remission of our sins, required the shedding of blood, not the 
blood of bulls and goats, but the blood of the spotless Son of 
God. Nothing but the blood could be an atonement for the sins 
of mankind. The principle of the death, burial and resurrection 
of Jesus is the foundation on which all other principles of the 
kingdom of God rest. 

I. The Principle of Salvation 

 Jesus was avoiding the crowds following Him at this time. 
Jesus knew the timing of His life, and He wanted to spend time 
with the twelve to teach them the things they needed to know 
about the coming days and about their future ministry. Jesus 
was not shirking any responsibility to these crowds of needy 
people, but He did realize there were more important matters 
at stake than healing diseases and providing physical food. The 
lessons taught to these disciples would become the foundation of 
their lives and of the New Testament. These men would turn the 
world upside down in a few years by believing and acting on the 
instructions Jesus gave them, so it was vital they understand 
these principles completely.
 Jesus began with a simple and easy to understand statement 
about His intercessory sacrifi ce. This was prophesied in the Old 
Testament and was clearly announced by John the Baptist. Jesus 
is the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. 
He did not do this by preaching to the world, teaching or giving 
the world a good example. He takes away the sins of those who 
believe in Him by dying for all on the cross.

12 The Principles of God’s Servant—Encouraging Humility

Mark 9:30-32
30. And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he 
would not that any man should know it. 
31. For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man 
is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after 
that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. 
32. But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him.

A CLOSER LOOK



Text: Mark 9:30-50 13

 Jesus plainly told His disciples that He would be delivered 
to men, and these men would kill Him. He would rise from the 
grave on the third day. This seems plain enough, but the disciples 
did not understand, and, sadly, they were afraid to ask Jesus 
for a further explanation. We can only wonder about their fear. 
They may have been afraid they would be killed as well, or they 
may have been afraid of being left alone. The really sad part is, 
they seemed to have focused only on the message that Jesus was 
going to die while not hearing the part about the resurrection.
 Any message about the death of Jesus which does not include 
the resurrection is incomplete. The really good news of the gospel 
is not that men are sinners, or that Jesus has died. The really 
good news is that we can be saved, and Jesus has risen from the 
grave and conquered death and hell once and for all.
 This is the foundation principle of the kingdom of God. 
Unless we understand and accept the gospel of Christ, we will 
not be able to successfully apply other spiritual principles to our 
lives.

II. Principles of Reward

 When these men came to Capernaum, they entered a house 
and Jesus asked them what they were arguing about while 
they were traveling together. It is revealing that they were not 
discussing the coming death and resurrection of Jesus. They 
were talking about which one of them would be the greatest in 

Mark 9:33-37
33. And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked 
them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 
34. But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed 
among themselves, who should be the greatest. 
35. And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If 
any man desire to be fi rst, the same shall be last of all, and servant 
of all. 
36. And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when 
he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 
37. Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, 
receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but 
him that sent me.



the coming kingdom. Evidently, this was a heated argument, but 
when Jesus asked them, they did not answer His question.
 We should remember that, at this time, these men had only 
been together for a short while. Some of them, like the brothers, 
Peter and Andrew, and James and John, knew each other. 
Others were relative strangers. They really had only one thing 
in common and that was their relationship with Jesus. Some, 
like Levi, or Matthew, had been prominent, rich men, but others 
were of more humble means.
 As these men considered the coming physical kingdom, they 
argued about which one of them would be greatest. Knowing 
human nature, each was probably lobbying for himself, reminding 
the others of his dedication and sacrifi ce. The experience of Peter, 
James and John, on the mount of transfi guration may have 
triggered this discussion. Jesus had clearly chosen these three 
for this special situation.
 Jesus did not rebuke these men for desiring to have a reward. 
Instead, He taught them the principle that is the basis for reward 
in the kingdom of Heaven. He gave them both the principle and 
a lasting illustration of that principle.
 The principle of reward is that those who are fi rst in the 
kingdom are those who are servants now. What a different kind 
of discussion it would be if we were talking about who could do 
the most service, instead of who would get the greatest reward. 
There are always opportunities for service, but most people want 
to be supervisors, not servants.
 To illustrate this message, Jesus took a little child in His 
arms, sat down in the middle of these twelve men and delivered 
the rest of His message. The principle was that we are to serve 
the Lord in exactly the same way we receive little children. 
 A child has no infl uence; a child cannot advance our career. 
A child cannot give us things. It is the other way around; a child 
needs things. Jesus was saying that if a man welcomes the poor, 
ordinary people, the people who have no infl uence, no wealth, no 
power, the people who need things done for them, he is welcoming 
me. 
 The path to spiritual reward is that we learn to have no 
respect of persons, to welcome people simply because they are 
people. We should take no thought about whether they can do 
something for us or not but, simply, be interested in people 
because they are people and because, potentially, they are the 
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sons and daughters of God. This is the fi rst step to a reward in 
the kingdom of God.

III. Principles of Service

 Here is a wonderful example of how our minds’ work. Jesus 
was still sitting with a child in His arms, but John was moved 
by something Jesus said, most likely the phrase “in my name” in 
verse 37. 
 John remembered an incident when these men had witnessed 
a stranger casting out a devil and using the name of Jesus to 
do it. John and the others knew this man was not a follower 
of Jesus, and they forbad him to continue. John did not argue 
with the man’s ability; his complaint was that the man was a 
stranger. John was troubled that a stranger could do what Jesus 
had given the apostles power to do. He quite properly brought his 
concern to Jesus, and Jesus patiently answered John’s question.
 Jesus told John not to forbid anyone who was doing right, 
no matter who they were. It is never wrong to do right, and it 
is never right to do wrong. This man may not have had all the 
revelation and teaching Jesus gave to the disciples, but he had 
a spark of truth and that spark was working. This stranger had 
faith in God and in the name of Jesus. His actions showed that, 
and Jesus was teaching John and the others to respect such faith 
wherever they found it. 
 When we receive children, they may surprise us with what 
they know, and we should not reject others because they do not 
know everything we know. Do not forbid them to act when they 
are doing good and acting in truth. We should encourage faith 

Text: Mark 9:30-50  15

Mark 9:38-41
38. And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out 
devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, 
because he followeth not us. 
39. But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do 
a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 
40. For he that is not against us is on our part. 
41. For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, 
because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose 
his reward. 



wherever we fi nd it and offer further leadership and training to 
those who sincerely want to follow the Lord.

IV. Principles of Offense

 The better principle is that we should be careful not to offend 
those who are like children to us, whether they are physical or 
spiritual children. 
 As He sat there with the child in His arms, Jesus gave the 
vivid illustration that this kind of hypocrisy is a dangerous and 
deadly attitude which must be removed using whatever force is 
necessary. It would be sad and diffi cult to decide to cut off your 
hand or have your eye removed, but if your hand or your eye 
were threatening your life, it would have to go.
 Jesus is being real here. Often our choices are not between 
the best and the worst; they are between something really bad 
and something not so bad. If your hand has gangrene and it 
cannot be cured; it must be amputated. This is not pleasant nor 
desirable, but it is better to lose a hand than to lose your life.
 Spiritual principles which violate the will of God must 
go. It may be painful for us to change our minds, and it may 
hurt to learn to live without the comforting attitudes of self-
righteousness, but these are deadly sins that will keep us from 
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Mark 9:42-48
42. And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in 
me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, 
and he were cast into the sea. 
43. And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter 
into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fi re 
that never shall be quenched:
44. Where their worm dieth not, and the fi re is not quenched.
45. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter 
halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fi re 
that never shall be quenched: 
46. Where their worm dieth not, and the fi re is not quenched. 
47. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to 
enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to 
be cast into hell fi re: 
48. Where their worm dieth not, and the fi re is not quenched.



serving our Father here on earth and earning rewards in eternity 
to come. 

 The word used here for hell is gehenna. Gehenna was the 
name given to a valley outside Jerusalem. It was a defi led place, 
and it became the garbage dump of Jerusalem. Fires smoldered 
there continuously, and worms ate the garbage dumped there. 
This became the symbol for an eternal waste of life. Jesus spoke 
more about hell than any other person in the New Testament. 
When we read these words about hell, we must understand when 
they are applied to an unbeliever, one who resists and rejects the 
gospel and dies an unbeliever, it means his whole life is wasted. 
This person may have won the approval of men and may have 
lived comfortably but at the end, his life was a total loss, thrown 
on the garbage heap for eternity. 
 When we apply this message to believers, Jesus was speaking 
of partial loss. The parts of our lives we do not give to Jesus are 
eternally wasted and misused.
 The way we avoid that loss is to judge ourselves. Jesus tells 
us to deal drastically with ourselves. We must eliminate our 
actions which are wrong. If you are engaged in immoral conduct, 
stop it now. If your attitude toward others is bitter and resentful, 
stop thinking that way. Spiritually correct your behavior or you 
will ultimately waste your life.

 1. Why did the disciples refuse to understand Christ’s 
revelations of His coming sacrifi cial death?
 2. What makes pride in a Christian’s life so deadly?
 3. What specifi c things can you do to improve your humility 
before God and others?
 4. Why is it so serious to offend other believers?  What can 
you do to be less offensive toward others?

Text: Mark 9:30-50  17
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3 The Precepts of God’s
Servant—Marriage and Divorce

Text: Mark 10:1-16           Focus: Mark 10:1-16

Key Verses:
“For this cause shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and cleave 
to his wife; and they twain shall 
be one fl esh: so then they are 
no more twain, but one fl esh.  
What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder.”

Mark 10:7-9

Sunday Devotional: God’s View 
of Divorce, Malachi 2:14-16.

Application: Christ’s precepts 
on marriage, wrongful divorce 
and children are clear. Obey 
Him by honoring your marriage 
and loving your children.

A FIRST LOOK

 At this time, Jesus was ending His extensive ministry in 
Galilee. He and His disciples would soon be traveling to Judea 
for the last time. Jesus had already told His followers that He 
was going to Jerusalem to die and would be resurrected. In the 
last days of His ministry in the north, Jesus focused on Samaria 
and northern Judea, fi nally coming to Perea, on the eastern side 
of Jordan.
 As usually happened, crowds followed Jesus, and they found 
Him in Perea. Jesus responded to these crowds by teaching 
them. By now, Jesus had shifted the focus of His ministry almost 
completely away from healing or providing physical things. He 
was teaching those who came 
to Him about the kingdom of 
God.
 It was in these circum-
stances, the Pharisees once 
again came to Jesus with 
yet another question. Their 
question dealt with divorce, 
an issue that has divided and 
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puzzled many people in every society. The answer Jesus gave 
should settle this matter, especially for Christians.
 The trouble here is not that we lack understanding about 
what the Bible teaches; the trouble is that we do not like what 
we understand. Jesus was plain in His response, but those who 
do not like what He said still try to fi nd ways to avoid the plain 
truth that our decisions have consequences.

I. The Pharisees’ Question

 We know exactly why the Pharisees came to Jesus and 
raised this particular issue. They were trying to tempt or test 
Jesus. The idea was to verbally jab at Jesus to try to get Him to 
say something they could use against Him. The Pharisees were 
presenting a controversial and divisive issue that is the subject 
of argument even today. Note they did not ask Jesus about 
marriage or about the ideal marital condition. They could have 
asked how to build a happy home or how to fi nd the husband 
or wife God would have one take as one’s life partner. They 
could have asked about love, faithfulness or any number of very 
positive issues that come from the union of men and women in 
marriage. Instead, they asked about divorce or how to dissolve a 
marriage.
 There were two schools of thought about divorce in Israel 
that came from two opposing rabbis. One was Rabbi Hillel. This 
teacher interpreted Deuteronomy 24:1 to mean that a man could 
divorce his wife for any reason at all, no matter how trivial it 
might be. This was the idea of easy divorce. The other school of 
thought belonged to Rabbi Shammai. This rabbi taught a much 

A CLOSER LOOK
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Mark 10:1-4
1. And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea 
by the farther side of Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; 
and, as he was wont, he taught them again. 
2. And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a 
man to put away his wife? tempting him. 
3. And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command 
you? 
4. And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and 
to put her away.



more strict interpretation, that divorce should be strictly limited 
and only granted in severe situations, if at all. Israel was divided 
between these two opinions. The Pharisees were not looking for 
information; rather they were trying to force Jesus to take one 
side or the other so they could accuse Him.
 Jesus ignored both the rabbinic teachings and went back to 
the Scriptures. We should always remember the plain truth of the 
Bible is superior to any interpretation that anyone might give. 
The Bible means what it says, and when we clearly understand 
it, we should not argue with it. 
 It is interesting to note that these same arguments are 
still with us today. Should divorce be easy and granted for any 
reason, or should divorce be severely limited and seldom, if ever, 
granted? It seems this subject drives us to extremes. We either 
want divorce to be granted on the whim of a husband or wife, or 
we do not want it to be granted at all.
 Jesus referred these men, and us, to the Law given by Moses 
and then all the way back to creation. Understanding these 
Scriptures will help us greatly in this matter.

II. Jesus’ Plain Teaching 

 The Pharisees did not answer the question of Jesus. They 
would not quote what Moses said although they probably knew 
it by heart. They were silent, so Jesus answered the question 
for them. Moses had indeed prescribed, or given, a means for 
marriages to end. The reason behind the precept was the 
hardness of human hearts, even toward those we should love. 
Sadly, many people will treat total strangers with more respect 
and deference than they do the members of their own family.

20 The Precepts of God’s Servant—Marriage and Divorce

Mark 10:5-9
5. And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your 
heart he wrote you this precept. 
6. But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and 
female. 
7. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave 
to his wife; 
8. And they twain shall be one fl esh: so then they are no more twain, 
but one fl esh. 
9. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.



Text: Mark 10:1-16 21

 The specifi cs of Deuteronomy 24:1-4 deal with situations 
that were, no doubt, very familiar to people in Israel when these 
laws were given. Those who fi rst heard these words knew exactly 
what they meant, but it is vital to remember these laws were 
never completely enforced in Israel. For instance, adultery and 
murder were punishable by death, but King David committed 
both adultery and murder and was not so punished. As far as 
we know, Israel never kept the sabbatical year or observed the 
Year of Jubilee. Jesus was exposing the folly of the Pharisees of 
picking out this one rule while they ignored others.
 Jesus did not ignore this issue. As He always did, He met 
it squarely by going back to the beginning. When God created 
man and woman, He also designed the conditions in which they 
should live together as families. Men and women are not meant 
to live alone; rather, they are designed for one to be a part of the 
other. A husband and wife become one fl esh. As Jesus beautifully 
said, “They are no more twain, but one fl esh” (Mark 10:8). After 
marriage, there is not a man with his rights, desires and needs, 
nor a woman with her rights, desires and needs. After marriage, 
there is one family made up of two parts. Understanding this will 
give us the foundation for understanding how drastic a matter it 
is to end such a relationship.
 If God has joined two people together, it follows that no man 
should split these two people asunder. Jesus is teaching us that 
marriage is a one-way street. You do not have to get married, but 
if you do, your life will be forever changed. You cannot simply say 
a few words, or apply to a court, and have things back as they 
were before you were married.
 Jesus is not telling us how marriages can be ended; rather, 
He is telling us how they can be saved. If hearts are not hardened 
and if two people truly love God and each other and see each 
other as a part of themselves, there would be no occasion for 
divorce. See Ephesians 5:22-33 for a description of the condition 
of the hearts of Christian husbands and wives toward each other.

III. The Consequences of Divorce 

Mark 10:10-12
10. And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter. 



 Jesus’ answer quieted the Pharisees, but later His disciples 
asked Him again about divorce. The answers here give us some 
important principles. Jesus lifted this whole matter to a new 
plane, far above the accepted Jewish practices of His day. To 
the Jews, divorce was a decision made by a husband. A husband 
could divorce his wife, not the other way around. Jesus taught 
that both were on an equal basis before God. A husband could 
put away his wife, and a wife could put away her husband. Both 
were capable of divorce, and both were capable of sinning.
 The simple principle is that adultery destroys the work of 
God. It was God who did the work of joining the two together 
and when either husband or wife chose to end their marriage so 
they could marry someone else, they were ending what God had 
begun in their lives. God is building something wonderful when 
two people begin their lives as husband and wife. It is a living 
illustration of the relationship between Christ and His church 
(Eph. 5:32). Divorce distorts that picture.
 Divorce is common in our day, and, perhaps, many who 
read this have gone through divorce, perhaps, with adultery 
involved. Jesus was not condemning anyone here, but He was 
making it clear that divorce is failure. Divorce is a violation of 
God’s intention for marriage. It always involves some form of sin. 
Thank God, that although the Law reveals our sin, grace shows 
us our sins can be forgiven. With God there is the possibility of 
spiritual healing, of allowing God to begin His work again in 
our hearts and create unity, either within the same marriage 
or as each one goes to a different union. Perhaps, they will have 
learned lessons that will help develop the beauty and harmony 
God has designed for a home.
 There is forgiveness and restoration, but we must understand 
that biblical restoration involves repentance. We cannot take 
lightly what God takes seriously. Merely casually asking God 
for forgiveness when we are not genuinely heartbroken over our 
sins is not real repentance. Repentance means understanding 
the injury you have caused others and yourself, a sense of shame 
for it, an honest desire to end these actions and attitudes and 
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11. And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and 
marry another, committeth adultery against her. 
12. And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to 
another, she committeth adultery.



Text: Mark 10:1-16 23

accept God’s forgiveness and restoration to a new life which 
leads in a new direction. 
 Jesus spoke both plainly and graciously in this matter. 
Adultery can end a marriage; but it does not mean that forgiveness 
cannot come and bring a new beginning from a disaster. God can 
renew the work of creating the oneness He intends for a man 
and woman to have. Marriage is God’s way of putting two lives 
together to produce a unity that will be a testimony to the whole 
world of the grace and power of God to change human lives. God 
can soften hearts, remove hardness and change people into what 
they ought to be. 

IV. The Blessings of a Godly Marriage

 While Jesus was giving the principles concerning divorce, 
some people brought young children to Jesus. They wanted 
Jesus to touch them. It was customary in that day for parents to 
bring their children to rabbis for a blessing. These actions were 
natural in that situation. 
 The disciples rebuked those who brought the children. This 
shows us how little these men had learned about Jesus. They 
may have thought they were protecting Jesus by keeping the 
children away, but Jesus was literally indignant when He saw 
what they were trying to do. The presence of children here makes 
another great and vital point about divorce. It is never about only 
two people, a husband and a wife. The entire family is involved, 
whether it is children or parents. Divorce spreads a wide net 
that changes many lives. Often the helpless victims of divorce 
are the innocent children who must suffer the consequences of a 
broken home through absolutely no fault of their own.

Mark 10:13-16
13. And they brought young children to him, that he should touch 
them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. 
14. But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto 
them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 
15. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. 
16. And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them. 



 Children, no matter what their situation, are always welcome 
in the arms of Jesus. The kingdom of God is made up of those 
who will come to Jesus as children, without any demands or any 
agenda, and simply seek to be blessed by His presence. What 
a contrast between these little children and the fault-fi nding 
Pharisees who came to Jesus to tempt Him. The disciples did not 
turn away the Pharisees, but they rebuked those who brought 
children to Jesus.

 Jesus’ words about divorce were strong and to the point, but 
so were His words about children. He said plainly that, if we will 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, we simply will 
not enter into it.
 This means that we should be childlike, not childish. There 
is a great difference. To be childlike means “to be simple, maybe 
even a little naïve.” It means “to be trusting and willing to 
allow others to take care of you.” Children trust their parents 
for everything, and we should trust our Heavenly Father in the 
same way. In contrast, to be childish means “to be petty and 
petulant, to be selfi sh and even cruel.”
 These verses teach us spiritual and moral decisions are 
serious matters that change our lives forever. Marriage 
permanently changes those who enter this divine contract. The 
presence of children in a home changes the people in that home. 
In all things we should give careful and prayerful thought to the 
decisions we make.

 1. Why does God desire a marriage to last a lifetime? What 
are the benefi ts?
 2. What are the consequences of a wrongful divorce?
 3. Is divorce ever right? Is divorce an unpardonable sin?  
Why do Christians sometimes treat divorce as unforgiveable?
 4. What do the actions of Jesus, blessing the children (Mark 
10:16), reveal about Him and how He valued children? How 
should that affect a church’s view of children?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION
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4 The Prediction of God’s Servant—
Death and Resurrection 

Text: Mark 10:17-52              Focus: Mark 10:23-37, 40, 42-45

Key Verses:
“Saying, Behold, we go up to Jeru-
salem; and the Son of man shall be 
delivered unto the chief priests, and 
unto the scribes; and they shall con-
demn him to death, and shall deliver 
him to the Gentiles: and they shall 
mock him, and shall scourge him, and 
shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: 
and the third day he shall rise again”

Mark 10:33, 34

Sunday Devotional: Christ’s 
Sacrifi ce Prophesied, Isaiah 53:3-
12.

Application: Christ predicted 
His sacrifi cial death and resur-
rection.  He calls believers to 
follow His example of humility 
and sacrifi ce.

A FIRST LOOK

 The teaching about earthly riches and heavenly rewards was 
prompted by a rich young man coming to Jesus seeking eternal 
life. This was not an unusual situation. As Jesus preached, 
many people were convicted of their sins and, no doubt, many 
of them came to Jesus and asked questions about how to obtain 
eternal life. Jesus answered these questions for many, but here 
He initiated an interesting interchange with this wealthy young 
man ending with a challenge for the young man to sell whatever 
he had, give it away and follow Jesus.
 Christ was asking this young man to do precisely what 
every one of His apostles had already done. Peter left his fi shing 
business. Matthew left his money table. James and John left 
their family business. 
Peter said as much in 
Mark 10:28. This young 
man went away sorrowful, 
not because he did not 
understand Jesus, but 
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because he had a great many possessions. His sorrow was that 
when faced with a choice between Jesus and his wealth, he could 
not choose wisely. He did not sell his possessions, and he did not 
follow Jesus; he went away.
 This unresolved situation gave rise to the lessons Jesus then 
taught His disciples. These lessons touch on key issues in our 
lives. They are about earthly riches and heavenly rewards.

I. The Danger and Deceit of Riches 

 After the rich young ruler left, Jesus looked around at His 
disciples and understood that they were impressed with this 
situation. They may have been sad when this man left and took 
his money with him. They may have even been confused about 
the instructions Jesus gave the young man. Jesus used the 
occasion to give us this wonderful lesson about the deceit and 
harm that riches can cause.
 Jesus taught that it was diffi cult for wealthy people to 
enter the kingdom of God. That sounds strange to us because 
most people worship wealth in one way or another. Even Jesus’ 
disciples were astonished at this teaching. Jesus repeated the 
teaching again, this time calling these men children. They were 
being childish in their thinking. When we think that those who 
have the most physical things are somehow superior to others, 
we are being childish.

A CLOSER LOOK
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Mark 10:23-27
23. And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, 
How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom 
of God! 
24. And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus 
answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it 
for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 
25. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
26. And they were astonished out of measure, saying among 
themselves, Who then can be saved? 
27. And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but 
not with God: for with God all things are possible.
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 Jesus then taught about the deceit and danger of wealth. 
He began with an illustration that it was easier to put a camel 
through the eye of a needle than it was for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God. This illustration astonished the disciples 
out of measure. They were fl abbergasted. No one could put a 
camel through a needle’s eye, and they asked, “Who then can be 
saved?” (verse 26). This teaching about the dangers of wealth 
upset long held prejudices. Jesus was teaching these men a 
radical and new way to think about material wealth.
 There are many dangers in loving money and the things that 
money can buy. First, affl uence creates a concern for secondary 
things. Rich people do not worry about having enough food; they 
worry about what they will eat. They do not worry about having 
warm clothes; they worry about having the latest fashion. They 
are not concerned about worshiping in spirit and truth; they 
are concerned with having an elaborate and beautiful building 
which impresses the world.
 Second, wealth can destroy our ability to learn. Wealthy 
people regard themselves as superior, and sadly so do most other 
people. Wealthy people are no smarter or wiser than others, 
but the world wants to believe that having money also bestows 
wisdom. Men will seldom listen to advice from poor people, no 
matter how wise and accurate that advice may be.
 Finally, wealth literally enslaves those who are wealthy. The 
money controls the people; the people do not control the money. 
Wealth builds an increasing dependence upon comfort until 
people reach the point where they cannot give it up. Anyone can 
literally become addicted to comfort and ease. Wealth destroys 
the spirit that is ready and willing to follow truth whenever 
it is revealed. That is what happened to the rich young man. 
He was already captured by the deceitfulness of riches which 
creates illusions that are not real. It makes people think they 
are something they are not, so that when the truth is told to 
them, they are so bound and tied to what they own, they cannot 
get free.
 Is it hopeless? Can wealthy people be saved? Of course, 
they can. The things that are impossible with men are possible 
with God. God can lead anyone to repent and believe in Jesus 
no matter what his circumstances. We may respect the wealthy, 
but God does not. He is not a respecter of persons, and the Holy 
Spirit works in all human hearts, no matter what.



II. The Promise of Reward 

This rebuke of wealth left Peter, and, perhaps, the others a bit 
shaken at the decisions they had made. Jesus had just told them, 
in so many words, that they could not expect to become wealthy 
as they followed Him. Peter made a statement, but implied a 
question. He and the others had left all and had followed Jesus. 
It was obvious that Peter was having second thoughts about his 
decision.
 The truth here is expressed in the last statement. Many that 
appear to be fi rst are actually last, and many that appear to be 
last are really fi rst. The important thing is not the amount of 
things you have in your life; it is the attitude you have toward 
the things in your life. Jesus is saying that many who are 
apparently fi rst in giving up things actually turn out to be last.
 There is a common attitude that assumes the things you 
have were given to you for your benefi t alone. This is a false 
view of wealth and reward. We are stewards of God’s wealth, of 
the things entrusted to us. One day every one of us must give 
an account of how we used it all. It is not wrong to seek our own 
enjoyment. Paul said in 1 Timothy 6:17, God has given us richly 
everything to enjoy (paraphrased). However, the real purpose of 
our wealth is to advance God’s work.
 If you understand the things God has given you belong to 
Him and not to you, you will not feel upset if He takes them 
away because they were not yours to begin with. If we truly 
adopt this attitude toward material things, we will discover we 
will never give up anything that God does not richly restore to us 
a hundredfold. This means that for every one thing you give up, 
He will give you a hundred in return. This is a literal promise, 
and if we are willing to have the right attitude toward physical 
things, we will see that God keeps this promise. Through our 
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Mark 10:28-31
28. Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have 
followed thee. 
29. And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no 
man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, 
or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 
30. But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, 
and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 
31. But many that are fi rst shall be last; and the last fi rst.



Text: Mark 10:17-52 29

friendship, love and relationships with other Christians, we can 
have everything we need and even more.
 Jesus promised persecution as well, and He put it in the 
middle of the passage which lists our blessings. Jesus is saying 
God can take the diffi cult times of our lives and make them a 
blessing that will be to our benefi t.
 What a difference this attitude will make in our lives if we 
understand it. When we learn God has not given us material 
wealth so that we can please ourselves but so that we can support 
and advance His work, all excuses are gone. Many who are last, 
those who apparently have not given up much at all but who had 
the right attitude about their possessions, will be fi rst. Many 
who appeared to have given up many things will be last because 
they really did not give up much at all.

III. The Prediction of Sacrifi ce and Victory

 This was not the fi rst time Jesus made an announcement to 
His disciples. Each time He predicted these things, He ended 
with the promise of the resurrection, but the disciples never 
seemed to hear. Mark tells us that Jesus went fi rst. Behind Him 
came the twelve disciples, who were astonished and amazed at 
what they had learned. 
 They were also amazed at the attitude of Jesus. We read in 
Luke 9:51 how Jesus “set his face” to go up to Jerusalem. Jesus 
was adamant about this journey in spite of knowing exactly 
what would happen. He knew He was going into danger, and He 
told the disciples as much, but there was a resolve on Jesus’ part 
to go forward.
 This announcement is detailed. Jesus knew what was before 
Him. He knew He was going to be delivered into the hands of 

Mark 10:32-34
32. And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went 
before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were 
afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what 
things should happen unto him, 
33. Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall 
be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they 
shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: 
34. And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit 
upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again.



the priests and the scribes, turned over to the Romans and 
condemned to death. He added three details which had not been 
included in His prior announcements: they would mock Him, 
spit upon Him and scourge Him. Jesus knew this because it was 
predicted in the Old Testament. Again, Luke tells us Jesus said 
everything written about the Son of Man by the prophets would 
be accomplished (Luke 18:31). Isaiah 53, Psalm 22 and other Old 
Testament Scriptures clearly predict these events.
 Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem and to the cross, but the 
disciples thought that something different was ahead of them. 
They were looking for an immediate pathway to glory.

IV. The Great Example of Service  

 Jesus was going to die, but His disciples were still looking for 
positions of reward. The brothers, James and John, asked to be 
seated on either side of Jesus when He came in His glory. Jesus 
told them this was for the Father to determine, and they would 
have to earn their rewards, not play politics for them. 
 Jesus gave them the principle of reward in His kingdom. 
Things are different in the kingdom of God. In the world men 
desire to be lords of other men, ruling over them and imposing 
their will on them.

30 The Prediction of God’s Servant—Death and Resurrection

Mark 10:35-37, 40, 42-45
35. And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, 
Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall 
desire. 
36. And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 
37. They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy 
right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

40. But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to 
give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.

42. But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that 
they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship 
over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 
43. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great 
among you, shall be your minister: 
44. And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 
45. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 
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 In the kingdom of God, those who are the servants are the 
greatest. Positions of service are always available. Jesus taught 
the more we serve, the greater our position. If we ever have a 
desire to get ahead in the Lord’s work, we should simply look for 
another opportunity to serve the Lord by serving each other.
 Jesus stated His express purpose in coming to the world was 
not to be the object of the service of others, but to be a servant or 
minister and ultimately give His life as a ransom for many.

 These verses are about being different. Most of the world 
values wealth and admires young, wealthy people; Jesus did not. 
Most of the world attaches virtue to wealth; Jesus did not. In 
fact, He declared wealth is a hindrance in spiritual matters, not 
a help.
 Most of the world believes we are rewarded for our effort, and 
those who promote themselves and position themselves properly 
reap the greatest rewards. Jesus taught the opposite. Those who 
are last will be fi rst.
 Most of the world believes life should be preserved at all 
costs, and the grandest thing we can do is prolong our time on 
earth. Jesus taught that everyone will die, and that through love 
we can lay down our lives for others.
 Most of the world believes those few who are supervisors 
and chiefs are great human beings. Jesus taught that it is the 
servants who are greatest in the kingdom of God.
 Most of the world is wrong, and Jesus is eternally right. As 
God’s voice spoke from Heaven, “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matt. 17:5).

1. Why is it so diffi cult for wealthy people to be saved?
 2. Read Mark 10:28-30 and discuss sacrifi ces and the Lord’s 
promised rewards for service.
 3. Who do you know that has sacrifi ced much for the gospel’s 
sake? What have they given up?
 4. Why must Christ’s leaders be servants of all? Who do you 
know that could be considered great in humble service?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION
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5 The Presentation of God’s
Servant—Messiah and King 

Text: Mark 11:1-33            Focus: Mark 11:1-3, 7-11, 15-19, 22-26

Key Verses:
“And they that went before, and 
they that followed, cried, saying, 
Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord: Blessed 
be the kingdom of our father 
David, that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.”

Mark 11:9, 10

Sunday Devotional: Rejected by 
His Own, John 1:10-13.

Application: Christ was presented to 
Israel as their Messiah and King but 
was ignored. Choose to receive Him 
as Savior and serve Him as King of 
your life.

A FIRST LOOK

 At this point in the ministry of Jesus, a great change had 
taken place. Jesus had ended His ministry in Galilee. As we 
saw in chapter 10, He was moving steadily toward Jerusalem. 
It was the spring of the year, and the season for the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread and Passover was rapidly approaching.
 To many Jews, this would be another year with another 
celebration muted by the fact of the occupation of their homeland 
by the Romans. To Jesus, this was the pinnacle of His ministry 
on earth. Jesus came to earth to die for the sins of mankind, to 
be buried and to rise again in complete victory over sin and the 
grave. The events of this lesson are the beginning of this reality.
 As we look at the entire picture of the last week of our Lord’s 
life, we can see how God literally moved the events of the earth to 
bring about His will in the 
life of His Son. Every one of 
these events was absolutely 
necessary.
 The great lesson here 
is that things are never out 
of God’s control. We may or 
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 Daily Devotionals
M. — Heaven Authorized Baptism, Mark 11:27-33.
T. — Made To Redeem, Galatians 4:4-7.
W. — Thy Salvation, Luke 2:25-33.
T. — God’s Kingdom Promise, 2 Samuel 7:16, 17.
F. — Prophecy of the King, Zechariah 9:9.
S. — Kingdom Restoration, Amos 9:11-15.



may not understand what is happening around us. We may or 
may not be able to control our lives, but God is always in control, 
and He is working in the lives of His children to bring about His 
will.
 Nearly fi ve hundred years before, Daniel prophesied about 
dramatic and defi nite events in the life of Israel that would 
lead to the coming of the Messiah. Zechariah had prophesied 
about the exact manner the King of Israel would come (Zech. 
9:9). Jesus knew the time, and He knew these events of prophecy 
were coming to pass.

I. The Presentation of the Messiah 

 To get a complete picture of the events of this week, we 
must study the accounts given in the other Gospels and fi t 
them together. Mark gives us some of the details, but the other 
accounts complement each other, and we should view them this 
way.

A CLOSER LOOK

Text: Mark 11:1-33 33

Mark 11:1-3, 7-11
 1. And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 
 2. And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against 
you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall fi nd a colt tied, 
whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him. 
 3. And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord 
hath need of him; and straightway he will send him hither. 

 7. And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on 
him; and he sat upon him. 
 8. And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down 
branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way. 
 9. And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, 
Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
10. Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the 
name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 
11. And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when 
he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was 
come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.



 Jesus entered Jerusalem from the east. He had traveled from 
the Jordan River through the villages of Bethany and Bethphage 
to the Mount of Olives. The Mount of Olives overlooked the 
Kidron Valley and was across this valley from the eastern wall 
of the Temple.
 When Jesus and His disciples came to the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two of His disciples into the city to get a young 
donkey. This colt had never been ridden. A year old donkey is 
quite capable of upsetting anyone who attempts to ride it, but 
Jesus had no trouble with this animal. In our day, we think of 
a donkey as a humble beast of burden, but in Jesus’ day it was 
the conveyance of kings. A king rode on a donkey when he was 
coming in peace, but he rode on a horse when he was waging war. 
Donkeys were common and useful animals in Israel at this time.
 These two disciples were told to go to a certain place and 
there they would discover this unbroken colt. They were to 
merely declare that the Lord had need of the animal and the 
animal would be turned over to them. God had used a donkey 
to preach to a stubborn prophet years ago, and God prepared a 
donkey to be the conveyance for the King of Israel.
 This young donkey did not have a proper saddle, so the 
disciples improvised one using their garments and Jesus sat on 
the donkey. The animal was calm and cooperative at the hand 
of Jesus. Others spread their garments and branches before the 
animal as Jesus proceeded into Jerusalem.
 No doubt, many men rode into Jerusalem on donkeys. This 
was not an uncommon sight, but this time the people recognized 
what was happening as special. They began to cry out, “Hosanna, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord” (verse 9). No 
one had to tell them to say this. God put this message in their 
hearts, and they gladly hailed Jesus as their Messiah and King.
 Jesus was declaring Himself to be Israel’s King. He was 
behaving like a king, and He was being praised as a king. He 
was also challenging the authority of the leaders of the Temple 
who were acting as political allies with the Romans. Jesus 
was deliberately laying the groundwork that would end in His 
crucifi xion.
 Jesus rode into Jerusalem, looked around the Temple area, 
and as dusk approached, He and the twelve went back outside 
Jerusalem to Bethany. This was about two miles to the east.

34 The Presentation of God’s Servant—Messiah and King
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II. The Purifi cation of the Temple 

 Jesus cleansed the Temple on two separate occasions. The 
fi rst was at the beginning of His ministry and the last was near 
His crucifi xion. Over the years worship at the Temple had been 
changed so that it bore little resemblance to what was supposed 
to take place there. Jesus took two important actions that were, 
in effect, the fulfi llment of the message of the cursed fi g tree.
 First, Jesus eliminated the commerce that had crept into 
Temple worship. There were men there who bought and sold 
animals to be used for the sacrifi ces. We can easily see the 
difference in offering an animal you had seen born and had 
raised, and merely going to the Temple and paying money for an 
animal that was supposed to be offered.
 In addition to this, the Temple had coined its own money, and 
there were men there who changed the money of those who came 
to Jerusalem into Temple money. This was a profi table business 
that made the Temple and its offi cers rich men. The commerce 
had become so petty there were even those there who were 
selling doves. The Temple had become a literal den of thieves 
who were only intent on getting all the money they could.
 The second thing Jesus did, and this detail is only recorded in 
Mark, was to stop all traffi c through the Temple. No man could 
carry any vessel through the Temple. The effect of this was to 
stop the sacrifi ces that were taking place. This was the Passover 
season, and Jews were gathered from all over the world, and, no 

Mark 11:15-19
15. And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, 
and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them 
that sold doves; 
16. And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel 
through the temple. 
17. And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall 
be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a 
den of thieves. 
18. And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they 
might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the people was 
astonished at his doctrine. 
19. And when even was come, he went out of the city.



doubt, it was a busy time at the Temple. Jesus brought all that 
to a sudden stop. He rightly declared this was supposed to be a 
house of prayer for all nations, not a place of commerce where 
men stole from each other, even though the thievery was not a 
violation of Roman law. The Romans left the Temple to the Jews, 
but the Jews had perverted what went on there.
 The scribes and the chief priests heard about this, and they 
sought ways to destroy Jesus. They would have killed him 
outright, but they were afraid of Jesus and His popularity with 
the ordinary people. What Jesus did was right, and everyone 
who thought about His actions or read the Old Testament knew 
this. The ordinary people were astonished at the doctrine Jesus 
taught. This was, in part, because the scribes and Pharisees had 
not taught them the truth of the Old Testament.

III. The Power of Believing Prayer  

 The next day, Jesus taught some of the abiding lessons 
implied in His recent actions. As Jesus and His disciples came 
into Jerusalem, they saw the fi g tree Jesus cursed had died 
overnight. We must understand these verses in their context. 
Jesus was not giving us a magic formula for killing trees or for 
moving mountains.
 Jesus was teaching us we must have faith in God when it 
is diffi cult to do so. In fact, the more unreasonable our requests 
seem to us, the more faith we must have in God’s power. There are 
mountains of opposition to our faith, and they make it diffi cult 
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Mark 11:22-26
22. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 
23. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and 
shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things 
which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 
24. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 
25. And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against 
any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses. 
26. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in 
heaven forgive your trespasses.



Text: Mark 11:1-33  37

for us to believe and act in the name of Jesus. Israel experienced 
those obstacles in Jesus’ day, and they were formidable. One 
mountain was their slavery under the Romans. Another was 
that God had not yet delivered Israel. The many and various 
circumstances that bring doubt and fear in our lives are like 
mountains that stand in contradiction to our faith in God.
 We are to simply pray in faith, and God will remove the 
mountains. Now, Jesus gives us the main obstacle to successful 
prayer. It is an unforgiving attitude. Not many Christians seem 
to realize this, but the Bible is plain. If you are not willing to 
forgive others, you will not be forgiven. If you are not forgiven, 
the mountains are still there, and you will have to live in the 
valleys of life.
 When children of God sin, we can forgive others and ask God 
for forgiveness. If we do, our sins are forgiven; if we do not, we 
will have to bear the consequences of our sins. An unforgiving 
attitude will block the blessings of God and, eventually, give us a 
bitter, sour spirit. We want others to understand and forgive us, 
but we must be willing to extend the same forgiveness toward 
others if we want the mountains of doubt in our lives removed.

 These are practical and applicable teachings. Has Jesus been 
admitted to your life as He was admitted into Jerusalem? Do you 
allow Him to come in peace, and do you welcome Him for who He 
really is? Anyone can have Jesus in his heart, but only on God’s 
terms. Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords and we must 
receive Him that way.
 Will you allow Jesus to cleanse your life of the things that do 
not need to be there, as He cleansed the Temple? Over the years 
we can become so burdened with the baggage of sin, we can no 
longer understand our purpose on earth. We need to lay aside 
the weights that so easily beset us and get a good look at Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior.
 Are there mountains in your life that need to be moved, 
mountains of doubt and unforgiven sin? They will not move 
themselves, but through prayer they can be cast into the sea. We 
can stand on the level ground at the foot of the cross. No one is 
too good to be saved, and no one is too bad to be saved. If God has 

A FINAL WORD



forgiven you of your sins, He can forgive those who sin against 
you. If God has forgiven us, we can forgive others.

 1. What does it reveal about human nature that the same 
crowd that cried, “Hosanna,” when Christ entered Jerusalem, 
cried “Crucify him,” a few days later?
 2. What was the purpose of the Lord’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem?
 3. Why did Jesus take such drastic action against the sellers 
and moneychangers in the Temple?
 4. According to Mark 11:25 and 26, why is it so important for 
Christians to be forgiving toward others?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION
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6 The Perception of God’s Servant—
Answering His Enemies

Text: Mark 12:1-44              Focus: Mark 12:13-20, 22-34

Key Verse:
“And Jesus answering said unto 
them, Do ye not therefore 
err, because ye know not the 
scriptures, neither the power 
of God?”

Mark 12:24

Sunday Devotional: Seek To Please 
God, Galatians 1:8-12.

Application: Christ answered His 
enemies’ accusations with Scripture.  
The Word of God provides the 
perfect answer to every skeptic, 
doubt and fear.

 The actions of Jesus caused quite a stir among the religious 
leaders of Jerusalem. He had ridden into Jerusalem as a king, 
and He had acted like a king by going to the Temple and clearing 
out the money changers. A delegation of the chief priests, the 
scribes and the elders approached Jesus and asked Him by what 
authority He had done these things.
 None of this delegation could question the nature of what 
Jesus had done. They did not question His actions or motives; 
they questioned His authority. No doubt, they were expecting 
Him to declare that He was a king with more power than the 
Romans. On the other hand, Jesus might have stated that He 
was acting on His own without authority, in which case they 
would have arrested Him.
 Jesus defl ected this attack 
and avoided this trap by 
asking these men about the 
baptism of John. They refused 
to answer His question, and 
He refused to tell them about 
His authority.
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 Daily Devotionals

M. — The Greatest Giver, Mark 12:41-44.
T. — Jesus and Taxes, Matthew 17:24-27.
W. — Make Your Days Count! Psalm 90:10-12. 
T. — Render to All Their Dues, Romans 13:1-7.
F. — Obey God First, Acts 5:27-29.
S. — Assurance of Resurrection, 2 Corinthians  
  5:1-8.



 Jesus gave the parable about the vineyard and the ungrateful 
tenants. The Jewish leaders knew the parable was about them, 
and they sought to literally take hold of Jesus, but they feared 
the people. In an attempt to discredit Jesus with the people of 
Jerusalem, they brought these arguments to Him. Understand 
that these men were not honestly seeking information; rather, 
they were attempting to catch Jesus in His words and force Him 
to take an unpopular position.

I. The Pharisees and the Herodians

 Clearly these were not honest men asking an honest question. 
These were pious sounding words, but we must realize that they 
came from two groups who hated each other. The Pharisees and 
the Herodians were enemies who united only because Jesus 
threatened their interests. They came to Jesus with a question 
they had carefully worked out, “Is it lawful to give tribute to 
Caesar, or not?” (verse 14). Shall we give, or shall we not give? 
Men are still asking this question, especially when government 
is unpopular. Should we pay taxes to a government that wastes 
our money or uses it for a purpose that we morally oppose? That 

A CLOSER LOOK
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Mark 12:13-17
13. And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the 
Herodians, to catch him in his words. 
14. And when they were come, they say unto him, Master, we know 
that thou art true, and carest for no man: for thou regardest not the 
person of men, but teachest the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to 
give tribute to Caesar, or not? 
15. Shall we give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their 
hypocrisy, said unto them, Why tempt ye me? bring me a penny, that 
I may see it. 
16. And they brought it. And he saith unto them, Whose is this image 
and superscription? And they said unto him, Caesar’s. 
17. And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s. And 
they marvelled at him.
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is a great moral question, and no matter which answer Jesus 
gave, some would disagree with it.
 Some would say we should only pay taxes if we agree with 
the government, but others would declare that it is our duty to 
pay takes no matter what the government does or does not do.
Jesus did not answer this question as the Pharisees expected. In 
His wise and wonderful way, He asked to be handed a coin. He 
had to borrow the coin. He held it up and asked, “Whose is this 
image and superscription?” (verse 16). The answer was, it was a 
picture of Caesar. Jesus declared that if this money belonged to 
Caesar it should be given to him. “Render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s” (verse 17). He added that God also has His 
stamp upon us, and we have a duty to give to God the things that 
are God’s.
 Jesus is teaching us that human authority is limited in its 
scope. Human government can only deal with part of a man. 
Secular governments are ordained of God. Paul tells us that 
plainly, and Peter said the same thing. The king Peter referred 
to in 1 Peter 2:13, 17 was Nero, a moral reprobate, but Peter said 
to honor the king. Jesus was teaching that human government 
has certain powers. It can regulate our conduct to a degree and 
infl uence our lives in certain areas. However, there is an area in 
human life no secular power can control, and that is the human 
spirit. Secular powers cannot legislate the worship we give from 
our hearts; they cannot govern our consciences, or determine the 
ultimate authority in our lives. Some things properly belong to 
governments, and we should give those to them. Other things 
belong only to God and we must give those to God.
 Jesus was teaching that the payment of taxes is a relatively 
minor matter and the ultimate issues of life belong to God, not 
to man. No matter how good or how oppressive it may be, human 
government is limited in its scope.
 The Pharisees and Herodians marveled at this answer and 
were silent.

II. The Sadducees

Mark 12:18-20, 22-27 
18. Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no 
resurrection; and they asked him, saying, 



 This was another deceptive question. We learned in the 
beginning the Sadducees did not believe in angels or spirits. 
They did not believe in a life after death or in a resurrection, so 
why ask about what will happen in the resurrection? 
 This was a story told to trap Jesus. Jesus was blunt with 
these men. He simply told them they were wrong because they 
failed to recognize two great facts. 
 First, these men did not know the Scriptures, and that is 
where God’s knowledge is made known to us. The things only 
God knows are revealed in one place, the Bible. The folly of those 
who reject the Bible is that they lock themselves into a slice of 
life bordered by things that can be seen and felt, weighed and 
measured and verifi ed by our human senses. 
 Second, these men did not know the power of God. They did 
not believe what they did know of the Scriptures because they 
did not believe God had power to do what men could not do. 
These men thought they knew everything that could be known 
and nothing was beyond human understanding
 It is interesting that no matter what area of life we might 
examine, every error in life can be attributed to one of these two 
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19. Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man’s brother die, and leave his 
wife behind him, and leave no children, that his brother should take 
his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 
20. Now there were seven brethren: and the fi rst took a wife, and 
dying left no seed. 

22. And the seven had her, and left no seed: last of all the woman 
died also. 
23. In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife 
shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife. 
24. And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, 
because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? 
25. For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven. 
26. And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the 
book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 
27. He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye 
therefore do greatly err.
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things. Men either do not know the Scriptures, or they do not 
know the power of God. This is where human reasoning goes 
wrong. 
 These men were excluding the supernatural from their 
thinking. They were wrong because they did not face reality. 
What rationalism does not see is that we are more than biological 
machines. We must someday confront the reality of our own 
death. If we shove it into the background and never examine it, 
we will be haunted by fears and troubled with guilt. Because of 
this fear and guilt, our thinking and attitudes become distorted, 
and we make wrong decisions. That is what is wrong with using 
human knowledge as the ultimate authority. Jesus was clearly 
telling us that human authority deals only with time, not with 
eternity.
 In contrast to this, God’s authority encompasses all. It never 
changes. It is never one thing during one age, and something else 
in another. It is exactly today what it was in Abraham’s, Isaac’s 
and Moses’ day. God’s authority and power govern everything. 
God’s authority reaches beyond time through all eternity. It 
touches the great realities that constantly bear on our lives and 
cannot be seen or weighed. 
 Human authority must always be subject to the authority of 
God. When we recognize that reality, everything else will fall into 
place in our lives. Jesus’ answer revealed the moral bankruptcy 
of the Sadducees to the people and showed them the sovereignty 
of God.

III. The Scribes

Mark 12:28-34
28. And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning 
together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, 
Which is the fi rst commandment of all? 
29. And Jesus answered him, The fi rst of all the commandments is, 
Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 
30. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the 
fi rst commandment.
31. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. 



 While the fi rst two questions were designed to deceive, this 
one was honest. This unnamed scribe thought about how well 
Jesus had answered the other groups and in honesty asked 
Jesus which was the fi rst commandment of all. The scribe knew 
the Scriptures, and he was asking where to begin in an honest 
search to do the will of God. Jesus answered him directly.
 The fi rst commandment is to realize that there is one God, 
and you are not he. Neither are the dreams and imaginations of 
men. Men may name many things as their gods, but, in truth, 
there is only one God, and we must recognize this if we are to 
fi nd the truth and a right relationship with the one God who is 
really there.
 We must love God. We do this, not as a direct action, but in 
response to the fact that God has already loved us and given His 
Son for our sins. Our love to God is never original; it is secondary 
to the great love He has already shown to every human being.
 Then and only then, can we have a right relationship toward 
others. We cannot love our neighbor as we should unless we fi rst 
realize there is only one God, and we know that He has loved us 
and we love Him in return.
 Our error is that we usually want to begin at the end, not 
the beginning. We seek ways to live at peace with our neighbors 
based on human reasoning and not on the acceptance of truth 
and love. When we act this way, we should not be surprised when 
our efforts fail.
 The truth that touches and changes our hearts is more 
meaningful than any outward actions we might take. No offering 
of any kind can make the changes in us that these simple truths 
can.
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32. And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the 
truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 
33. And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, 
and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his
neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt-offerings and 
sacrifi ces. 
34. And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto 
him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after 
that durst ask him any question. 



Text: Mark 12:1-44  45

 This scribe realized Jesus was right, and Jesus acknowledged 
that this scribe was close to understanding and accepting the 
kingdom of God in his own heart.

 These questions and the answers Jesus gave reveal a great 
deal about human nature. We see that attempts to trick and 
trap Jesus are worthless. In the end it will only matter that we 
believe and act on the truth. It will not matter if we are able 
to ask intriguing, trick questions. The Herodians, Pharisees and 
Sadducees were not moved by the truth Jesus taught. They left 
lost and unconvinced that Jesus was Lord.
 In contrast, the scribe, who honestly sought the truth, found 
it. He was moved by the truth Jesus taught, and he left nearer to 
the kingdom of God. We can only hope he believed what he was 
taught and found Jesus as His Lord and Savior.

 1. Does government have a God-given right to tax its people?  
Why or why not?
 2. Are Christians obligated to pay taxes? (Read Romans 
13:1-7). 
 3. How were the Sadducees in error regarding the resurrec-
tion? What caused them to err?  (Read Mark 12:24).
 4. Why did Jesus say the scribe in Mark 12:28-34, was not 
far from the kingdom of God? What do you think that means?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION

A FINAL WORD
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7 The Plan of God’s Servant—
The Course of This Age

Text: Mark 13:1-23            Focus: Mark 13:1-14, 19-23

Key Verse:
“For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be 
earthquakes in divers places, 
and there shall be famines 
and troubles: these are the 
beginnings of sorrows.”

Mark 13:8

Sunday Devotional: God’s Plan for 
His Churches, Acts 1:6-11.

Application: Christ revealed future 
events in the course of this age.  As 
prophesied events were literally 
fulfi lled in His fi rst coming, so they 
will be for His return.

 Many of the activities of our Lord during the last week of 
His life were centered on the Temple in Jerusalem. As we have 
learned, Jesus cleansed the Temple and taught in the Temple. 
The leaders of the Temple came to Him with questions. He 
answered all their objections.
 No doubt, Jesus’ actions puzzled His disciples. They had 
either forgotten or ignored that Jesus had plainly stated His 
purpose in coming to Jerusalem was to die on the cross and be 
resurrected. 
 The men who followed Jesus heard Him speak about the 
kingdom of God coming to the earth, and they took this to be 
a literal, physical kingdom. 
Even after the resurrection, 
the disciples were expecting a 
physical kingdom to be restored 
to Israel (Acts 1:6).
 Jesus did establish a 
kingdom, but it was a spiritual 
kingdom that will eventually 
become a physical kingdom. 
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A FIRST LOOK

 Daily Devotionals
M. — Focus on the Eternal, 2 Corinthians   
  4:16-18.
T. — Detecting False Prophets, 1 John 4:1-6.
W. — Abomination of Desolation, Daniel   
  9:24-27.
T. — The Man of Sin, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12.
F. — Think It Not Strange, 1 Peter 4:12-16.
S. — Future Satanic Deception, Revelation   
  13:13-18.



This is beautifully illustrated in our salvation. We are saved 
spiritually; our souls are born again, and later, we will receive a 
glorifi ed, sinless body. The spiritual kingdom came to the world 
fi rst, but, eventually, the kingdoms of this earth will become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ.
 In these verses, Jesus was giving His disciples a long look 
ahead at the course of the age before them. This is valuable 
information that will assure us God is acting according to a plan 
and His plan is precisely on schedule.

I. The Question About End-time Events

 As they left the Temple, Jesus and His disciples came to 
the Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem. Looking back they 
could see the magnifi cent Temple and noted the stones used in 
its construction. One of the disciples remarked on the beauty 
and magnifi cence of this building. Historians tell us that some 
of these stones were truly massive, as much as forty feet long 
and eighteen feet high. Herod the Great had ordered this third 
Temple to be built, and it had taken forty years to complete it. 
 Jesus gave a remarkable prophecy. He stated that the 
Temple building would be destroyed so that there would not be 
one of these stones setting on another. This was an alarming 
statement. The Jews and the Romans prized the Temple. This 
building gave some stability to both governments. The Romans 

A CLOSER LOOK

Text: Mark 13:1-23  47

Mark 13:1-4
1. And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto 
him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here! 
2. And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great 
buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down. 
3. And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, 
Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, 
4. Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when 
all these things shall be fulfi lled?



normally did not destroy places of worship when they conquered 
them, and the Jews used the Temple as a sign of their national 
identity even though they were in political servitude to Rome.
 Of course, since it had taken forty years to build the Temple 
and it was a magnifi cent structure, it must have seemed unlikely 
it would be totally destroyed.
 As this group sat on the mountain looking over the city 
of Jerusalem, Peter, James, John and Andrew came to Jesus 
privately and asked Him a question. They did not question 
or doubt what Jesus had said. They did not argue about the 
destruction of the Temple, but they asked about the timing of the 
event and the signs that would let them know this destruction 
was near.
 Jesus proceeded to deliver what we call the Olivet Discourse, 
or the sermon preached on the Mount of Olives. It is noteworthy 
that Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount at the beginning 
of His ministry and preached this sermon near the end of His 
earthly ministry. This great message, also recorded in Matthew, 
gives us an outline and overview of the time between the fi rst 
and second physical appearances of Jesus. These teachings 
have always been interesting to God’s people, but more so as we 
approach the end of this age.
 The question on most minds is, When? Jesus did not ignore 
the question, and He did answer it last. It is far more enlightening 
to focus on what Jesus plainly said instead of trying to look for 
hidden clues to discover what He did not say. It is diffi cult to 
accept a correct answer if we focus on the wrong question.

II. The Answer About the Course of This Age

48 The Plan of God’s Servant—The Course of This Age

Mark 13:5-14
 5. And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man
deceive you: 
 6. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall 
deceive many. 
 7. And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not 
troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet. 
 8. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 
and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be 
famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows. 



Text: Mark 13:1-23  49

 The key thought in this passage is verse 5. There, Jesus told 
us to take heed and not be deceived. To take heed literally means 
“to stay awake.” Jesus ended this passage with the admonition 
to watch (Mark 13:37). Jesus’ main point was that we are to stay 
awake and not fall asleep as this age unfolds. In thinking about 
the second coming, we always want to know when it will happen. 
In verse 32, Jesus said, “ But of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father.” In these verses Jesus gave some signs that would 
not mark the end of the age, but these mark the course of the age. 
These things would take place all through the interval between 
His fi rst and second coming. History proves these predictions 
were accurate.
 First, Jesus mentioned the coming of false christs and 
warfare. He specifi cally stated these things would happen, but 
they would not be signs of the end of the world. These were the 
beginning, not the end.
 Jesus also mentioned there would be earthquakes, famines 
and troubles. These are also the beginning, not the end, of the 
sorrows associated with this age. As this age has unfolded, 
these things have consistently happened and they are still 
happening today. We live in an unsettled world, both physically 

 9. But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to 
councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be 
brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against 
them. 
10. And the gospel must fi rst be published among all nations. 
11. But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought 
beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but 
whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not 
ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 
12. Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the 
father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and 
shall cause them to be put to death. 
13. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
14. But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that 
readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea fl ee to the 
mountains.



and politically. All this is surely moving us toward the return of 
Jesus, but no individual incident should be taken as the one sure 
sign.
 Jesus mentioned the persecution of the saints and the 
appearance of His servants before kings and rulers. This is a part 
of the worldwide witness that must take place before the Lord 
returns. Over the centuries, many of the servants of God have 
been brought before human tribunals of one kind or another, 
usually with a bad outcome for the Christians. Through the 
centuries since Jesus was physically present on earth, literally 
millions of Christians have been persecuted and killed. This 
is still happening in our modern world. In many nations it is 
against the law to own or read a Bible. The punishment for this 
crime can be death.
 We do not have to worry about this situation because, if we 
are ever called on to make such an appearance, we have the 
promise that the Holy Spirit will help us say the right things to 
witness to a lost world.
 Also, the course of this age would be marked by the breakup 
of normal family relationships and unreasonable hatred 
toward those who stand for the truth. Why does this world hate 
Christianity? What would happen if everyone believed in Jesus 
and followed the things He taught? Would the world be a better 
place? Of course, it would. Whatever else Jesus did, He never 
hurt anyone. No one was worse off for coming into His presence 
or hearing His words. Men may not believe the truth, but when 
they are exposed to it, they at least can make an informed choice.
 Jesus promised those who endure to the end will be saved. 
This refers to the end of our physical lives because none of these 
men lived through the entire church age. Every child of God is 
called to be faithful until death. This statement is not saying 
that our endurance determines our salvation; it is teaching 
that death stops all persecution and misunderstanding. As we 
approach the end of our lives, our salvation gets nearer (Rom. 
13:11).

III. Teaching About the Tribulation

50 The Plan of God’s Servant—The Course of This Age

Mark 13:19-23
19. For in those days sall be affl iction, such as was not from the 
beginning of the creation which God created unto this time, neither 
shall be. 



Text: Mark 13:1-23  51

 The last days of this world will be marked by an extraordinary 
time of affl iction. This is the climax of human history resulting 
in the appearing of Jesus in glory. This is not the rapture of 
the saints, that subject is dealt with in other places. This is 
the coming of Jesus in glory which takes place after the Great 
Tribulation.
 This will be a time of unprecedented trouble on this earth. 
The trouble will be so extraordinary that it will not pass of its 
own accord. Unless God specifi cally intervenes, all of humanity 
will perish, but God will shorten this time. The trouble will not 
destroy all fl esh. This shortening is done for the sake of God’s 
elect, those whom He has chosen and who have chosen Him. God 
does not want any to perish (2 Peter 3:9), and all men can elect 
to belong to Him through their repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 Jesus warned about the false religion that would characterize 
this time period. There would be false christs and false prophets. 
This is also taught in other places, especially in Revelation, 
where we read of an entire system of false worship headed by 
the man of sin. 
 This system of false religion will be compelling and will 
deceive many. It will be accompanied by signs and wonders and 
will be very seductive, even to those who are believers. When 
Satan comes in the form of a man, he will be beautiful and will 
offer answers to all human problems. It will seem as if he is at 
last bringing peace to the earth, but in truth it is only preparation 
for disaster.
 Jesus told us these things so that we could take heed, or pay 
attention, to our world and especially take heed to the spiritual 
realities of life. The seductive lie being told around our world 
today is that man is his own god, and we have the solutions to our 
problems within ourselves. All we have to do is apply ourselves 

20. And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no fl esh 
should be saved: but for the elect’s sake, whom he hath chosen, he 
hath shortened the days. 
21. And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he 
is there; believe him not: 
22. For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew 
signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect. 
23. But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things.



and try harder and we can overcome anything. This seductive lie 
has become the humanistic answer to every human trouble.

 Jesus was saying those who follow Him should be alert and 
not go to sleep. There are temptations and pressures that try 
to make us think the Bible is all a lie, that we should give up 
and stop living a Christian life, stop walking in the faith and 
stop believing the truth of God. Watch out for them and do not 
let anything turn you aside. Do not let anything keep you from 
being what God wants you to be all through this age. This is the 
way we watch. We are not to be constantly looking into the sky. 
Jesus will come when God is ready. Our job is to see that we are 
not deceived.
 It is disturbing to see how many people are falling into 
immorality and iniquity, turning away from their faith and 
saying that they no longer believe Jesus or the Bible. This is 
what Jesus was warning about.
 Do not believe the secular voices that tell us the world will go 
on forever. Do not believe the voices that tell us there is no God 
and we can live as we please. Do not believe the voices that try 
to turn us away from our faith.

1. Which of the signs of His coming (Mark 13:5-8) are 
occurring in our day? What signs Jesus gave have yet to occur?
 2. What did Jesus mean when He said, “these are the 
beginnings of sorrows” (verse 8)?
 3. Discuss the political and religious alignment of Middle 
East nations and their places in the prophetic future.
 4. Have false Christ’s already appeared in this world? What 
about false prophets?

52 The Plan of God’s Servant—The Course of This Age
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8 The Promise of God’s Servant—
He Will Return

Text: Mark 13:24-37              Focus: Mark 13:24-37

Key Verse:
“And then shall they see the 
Son of man coming in the 
clouds with great power and 
glory.”

Mark 13:26

Sunday Devotional:The Promise of 
His Coming, John 14:1-3.

Application: Christ promised to come 
again.  Prophecies have been fulfi lled 
and signs of His return are visible, 
so live as if He could come today—
because He may.

A FIRST LOOK

 We must keep in mind that Jesus is continuing to answer 
two questions asked by Peter as the disciples looked out over the 
Temple from the Mount of Olives. The questions were: when shall 
these things be and what will be the sign of thy coming? These 
questions were prompted by Jesus’ statement that the Temple 
would be destroyed and not one stone would be left setting on 
another. 
 Many prophecies have two fulfi llments. They have a primary 
fulfi llment that will take place in a relatively short time and a 
fulfi llment which will take place much later. In this case, the 
Temple was destroyed in AD 70 about forty years after Jesus 
gave this prophecy. To this day another Temple has not been 
built on this site.
 The much broader question concerns the end of this age, not 
the end of Israel’s occupation of this land. We know that God 
changes things. Sometimes 
the changes come slowly 
and incrementally, and at 
other times, the changes 
come dramatically. For 
instance, we are saved all 
at once. In a moment in 
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 Daily Devotionals

M. — The Day of the Lord, Isaiah 34:1-8.
T. — The Glorious Coming, Daniel 7:13, 14.
W. — King Over All the Earth, Zechariah 14:1-9.
T. — Glorifi ed in His Saints, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10.
F. — The Coming Kingdom, Micah 4:1-5.
S. — The Everlasting Word, Isaiah 55:8-11.



time we repent of our sins and believe in Jesus. We are then 
born again. However, growth in grace and knowledge of Jesus 
comes incrementally, over a period of years, as we give ourselves 
to prayer and the study of God’s Word.
 These verses refer to the coming of Jesus in clouds of glory to 
institute the Millennium. Other places in the Bible describe the 
resurrection and Jesus’ coming in the air to receive those who 
are His. We must understand that these are two different events 
separated by a defi nite time period.

I. The Glory of His Coming

 Jesus specifi cally stated that these signs will take place after 
the tribulation, or trouble, mentioned in verse 19. This places 
these events at the last of what we call the Great Tribulation. 
These events are also recorded in Revelation.
 The Tribulation Period will be trouble for the religious 
and political world, but it will also be trouble for the physical 
world. As Paul said in Romans 8:21-24, the whole creation is 
groaning in expectation of the return of Jesus. God made the 
world. Men may or may not recognize this, but the world God 
made does. The physical creation is inexorably moving toward 
some climactic event in the future. This event is the coming of 
Jesus in glory. As we draw ever closer to this great event, certain 
physical changes will begin to take place, at fi rst gradually and 
then cataclysmically.

A CLOSER LOOK

Mark 13:24-27
24. But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, 
25. And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in 
heaven shall be shaken. 
26. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory. 
27. And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to 
the uttermost part of heaven.

54 The Promise of God’s Servant—He Will Return



Text: Mark 13:24-37  55

 Carefully note the specifi c order of these events. The sun 
will be darkened fi rst, then the moon will cease to give light. 
Jesus knew what scientists would take years to learn. The moon 
refl ects the light of the sun; it has no source of light in itself. If 
the sun were darkened, the moon could not refl ect light. This is 
an obvious sign that cannot be ignored.
 Another sign is the falling of stars from Heaven. This term 
is used both literally and metaphorically in the Bible, but here 
it obviously refers to physical heavenly bodies. In context, Jesus 
was talking about stars in the same way He was talking about 
the sun and the moon. One day the stars will literally fall to the 
earth.
 The next thing Jesus said about this period was that the 
powers in Heaven will be shaken. There is a power which holds 
all things together, but there is another power that keeps all 
things apart. Truly, we know very little about these powers. We 
feel their effects, but we do not know what causes them. We can 
see a small illustration of this in magnets. On a larger scale, 
there are powers we do not understand that allow life to go on 
and all the heavenly bodies to be regulated. Near the end of the 
Tribulation, these powers will be shaken.
 At this time, Jesus will come in glory. He fi rst came in 
humility as a baby born in a manger, but the next time He will 
come as the Lord of lords and King of kings. The power and 
majesty of the Lord will be great, and no one will be able to doubt 
that Jesus is who He claims to be.
 Then, Jesus will send angels, or messengers, to gather those 
God has chosen from all parts of the earth and from Heaven, 
to inhabit and administer the great and last kingdom of this 
earth. This will begin the millennial reign of Jesus Christ. This 
wonderful period will last for nearly a thousand years, and it 
will be the greatest time of peace and harmony this earth has 
ever known.

II. The Signs of His Coming

Mark 13: 28-33
28. Now learn a parable of the fi g tree; When her branch is yet 
tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near: 
29. So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, 
know that it is nigh, even at the doors. 



 Jesus was revealing this in as simple and direct language 
as He could. Yet, these things are so fantastic to the minds of 
those who hear them that He needed to put these great signs in 
perspective so that we can understand and properly apply them. 
To do this Jesus gave the parable of the fi g tree.
 Jesus used parables constantly in His teaching. A parable 
is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. This parable is 
an answer to the question about when these things would take 
place.
 The parable concerns a fi g tree. This was a common tree in 
Israel and in that farming society, the fi g tree was used as a 
means to tell when winter was about to end. The sure sign that 
summer was near was when the fi g trees put on new growth and 
began to bear leaves. This did not mean the fi g tree would give a 
precise time and date for summer, but it was a signal of coming 
change.
 The application is this. As we know that summer is close 
when we see fi g trees begin to grow and put out leaves, we can 
observe the signs Jesus gave and know the time of His second 
coming is getting closer. Jesus used another kind of mini parable, 
or illustration, in verse 29. He talked about His coming being at 
the door. This is like someone who has come a long way to see 
you and is at last outside the door and ready to come in. 
 Jesus gave a remarkable promise. He promised that this 
generation would not pass away until all these things were done. 
Of course, He did not mean those individual people would live all 
through the thousands of years ahead. Two interpretations are 
possible. One is that these men would live to see the destruction 
of the Temple. This is the question they asked, and this would be 
the direct answer. Jesus was saying that those who were alive 
then would live to see the Temple and Jerusalem destroyed.

30. Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all 
these things be done. 
31. Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass 
away. 
32. But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 
33. Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.

56 The Promise of God’s Servant—He Will Return



Text: Mark 13:24-37 57

 Another interpretation is that Jesus was using the term 
generation to refer to the nation of Israel and was promising 
that Israel would not be destroyed through all the church age 
and tribulation ahead, even though Israel would be displaced 
from her homeland.
 Jesus added the life-changing teaching of verse 31. Remember 
that this is preceded by verily, meaning Jesus wanted to focus 
attention on this truth. Heaven and earth will pass away, but the 
Word of God abides forever. The things that are true today will 
still be true tomorrow and throughout eternity. The wonderful 
thing about truth is that it never changes. Truth is eternal. This 
is why we should listen carefully to everything Jesus taught and 
readily accept His teachings. 
 Jesus specifi cally addressed their question about the time 
of His coming. He stated that no man, angel nor Jesus Himself 
knows the day and hour of these events. Only the Father in 
Heaven knows these things. Simply understood, this means any 
attempt to discover a secret code that reveals the time of these 
events is futile and should not be pursued. We do not know the 
time, but we should be ready all the time. There is never a day or 
hour when we should be complacent, thinking the Lord cannot 
possibly return.

III. The Imminence of His Coming

 Jesus closed this discourse with another parable. This is about 
a man who took a journey and left his servants in charge of his 
business. He assigned each servant different responsibilities and 
commanded his porter which means “doorkeeper, or guardian” 
to watch for him to return.

Mark 13: 34-37
34. For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his 
house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, 
and commanded the porter to watch. 
35. Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in 
the morning: 
36. Lest coming suddenly he fi nd you sleeping. 
37. And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.



 Note three things here: authority, work and a command to 
watch. In this age Jesus has given His churches authority. What 
is bound on earth is bound in Heaven. A New Testament church 
has the authority to baptize, spread the gospel and do all the 
other things the New Testament teaches. We are not left on our 
own to carry out the Lord’s work in the best way we see fi t; we 
have been given authority and examples.
 Note that Jesus gives every man his work to do. We are not 
to sit around leisurely trying to look busy while we anticipate 
the Lord’s return. No matter when the Lord comes back to earth, 
we should be busy about the Master’s business. There is no 
substitute for work. We may have many good excuses, but an 
excuse never gets the work done. The idea is that we should not 
get so lost in future promises that we fail to take care of today’s 
responsibilities.
 While we are working, we should be watching. A wonderful 
illustration of this is the Old Testament account of the men who 
rebuilt Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity. They worked 
with a sword by their sides. They were building the city, and they 
were ready for battle.
 The command to watch was given simply because the time of 
the master’s return could not be determined. This is in harmony 
with what Jesus had told them, that even angels did not know 
the time of these events. The master in the parable could return 
even after dark. This was unusual in that day, but it certainly 
could happen. The porter had to be constantly ready for the 
return of the master.
 The danger was that the master could come and fi nd idle 
servants who had slept away their opportunities for service and 
neglected the business given to them. No matter what else we 
may or may not do in life, the most important things we can ever 
do are the things Jesus has given us to do. Put the Lord’s work at 
the top of every list and everything below it. This is how we have 
a watchful attitude.
 The fi nal word here is watch. Jesus carefully applied this 
warning to everyone, not only to the men who were listening to 
Him on the mountain. Every child of God has an obligation to be 
spiritually awake, alert and constantly ready for the coming of 
the Lord. 
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 What would you do if you knew for certain Jesus was coming 
again at a defi nite time? Many, perhaps most, of us would make 
some changes in our behavior. For instance, we might not take 
our fi nances so seriously or worry so much about our physical 
appearance. We might want to spend more time with our loved 
ones or our brethren in Christ.
 We do not know the time Jesus will come, but we do know His 
coming is certain. We also know we are mortal. A wise man will 
number his days. This means we should know where we are in 
the spectrum of life and should adjust our behavior accordingly.
 The Lord will come in God’s good time, but the end of our 
physical lives grows nearer each day. As we turn our calendars 
and set our clocks, we should be reminded to be constantly ready 
to meet the Lord in eternity. Some will indeed be caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air; others will leave the world through 
death, but either way a meeting with Jesus is in the future for 
every human being.

 1. What is the difference between the rapture of the saints 
and the return of Christ in glory?
 2. Read Mark 13:29 and 30. What are the signs of His coming?  
How many of these signs have you seen fulfi lled?
 3. Read Mark 13:34. What two things did the master of the 
house expect his servants to do? What two things should you be 
doing?
 4. What else can you do to prepare for the rapture and return 
of Jesus Christ?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION

A FINAL WORD
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9  The Passover of God’s Servant—
Picturing His Sacrifi ce

Text: Mark 14:1-25              Focus: Mark 14:1-11, 18-25

Key Verse:
“After two days was the feast of 
the passover, and of unleavened 
bread: and the chief priests and 
the scribes sought how they 
might take him by craft, and put 
him to death.”

Mark 14:1

Sunday Devotional: Our Perfect 
Passover, Hebrews 10:4-14.

Application: Christ offered Himself 
as the perfect Passover Lamb 
pictured in the Old Testament.  He 
is God’s only remedy for man’s sin.

A FIRST LOOK

 Each Gospel account of the last week in the life of Christ offers 
us unique insights into this brief time period which changed the 
world. Mark gives us these events in a kind of contrast one to 
the other. In this lesson, we see the love that some had for Jesus 
and the love Jesus had for everyone contrasted with the hatred 
which infested the hearts of evil men.
 We can only wonder at the unreasoning hatred men had 
for Jesus while He was here on earth. Jesus told everyone the 
truth, and men knew He spoke the truth. He did what was best 
for everyone He met. The life and ministry of Jesus were direct 
and obvious fulfi llments of Old Testament prophecies, from the 
place and manner of His birth to His entrance into Jerusalem. 
Yet, none of these things 
penetrated the prejudice 
of those who had made up 
their minds to hate Him.
 In contrast to this was 
the great heart of love that 
Jesus had for all humanity 
which was refl ected in the 
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 Daily Devotionals
M. — The Passover Lamb, Exodus12:1-14.
T. — Feast of Unleavened Bread, Exodus 12:15-20.
W. — Communion—His Body and Blood,
  1 Corinthians 10:16, 17.
T. — Order at the Lord’s Table, 1 Corinthians  
  11:23-30.
F. — Reconciled by His Body, Colossians 1:20-22.
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attitude of some of His followers toward Him. Love begins with 
God. In fact, all good and perfect things begin in Heaven and 
are available to us through the grace of God (James 1:17). These 
good and perfect things were present in the life and ministry of 
Jesus. Some people did accept Him and were forever changed by 
His presence in their lives.
 As it should be, their love was reciprocal and as wise men 
saw the inevitable death of Jesus approaching, they sought ways 
to express their love for Him.
 Down through the ages, these two attitudes have always 
prevailed toward Jesus. Men either love Him sincerely or hate 
Him.

I. The Plot To Kill Jesus

 It was only two days until time for the Passover in Israel. 
The chief priests and scribes were aware time was growing 
short, and if they were going to act, they must do so quickly. 
They had already made up their minds about what they should 
do. They wanted to somehow get physical control of Jesus by 
craft, or deception, and kill Him. This was premeditated murder. 
They were not seeking to reason with Jesus or let Him make a 
defense. They had decided Jesus must die and were seeking an 
opportunity to murder Him. 
 The days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Passover 
were at hand. This is important because as historians tell 
us, there were sometimes as many as three million people in 
Jerusalem and the surrounding villages for the Passover Feast. 
Jewish pilgrims came from all countries to keep the Passover in 

A CLOSER LOOK

Mark 14:1, 2
1. After two days was the feast of the passover, and of unleavened 
bread: and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might 
take him by craft, and put him to death. 
2. But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar of the 
people.

Text: Mark 14:1-25  61



Jerusalem, and the city was fi lled with people from all over the 
world.
 The chief priests and scribes knew Jesus was popular with 
the people, and if they seized Jesus at the height of the feast, 
they could start a riot, and they wanted to act before the feast 
got underway. There was a sense of urgency about their hatred 
which is always characteristic of hatred. Hate-fi lled hearts can 
never wait. Love is patient; in contrast, hatred must act as soon 
as an opportunity arises.
 These men were motivated by the thought that Jesus was a 
threat to their own positions. We discover why they wanted to 
kill Jesus. His doctrine, His way of teaching, and, indeed, His 
lifestyle were a threat to them. The chief priests and scribes were 
pretending to be men of God who knew and practiced the Word 
of God. They pretended to be interested and concerned about 
the distress and suffering of others. However, the things Jesus 
taught exposed their hypocrisy and showed everyone that their 
lives were a lie. This threatened them, so they sought to remove 
the threat by killing Jesus.
 Their urgency demanded secrecy. They had to be careful and 
arrest Jesus secretly. Once again, we see another characteristic 
of hatred. Hatred operates in the dark; it never comes out in the 
open if it can be avoided.
 How sad it was that the men who were entrusted with the 
spiritual welfare of all Israel were plotting to kill a completely 
innocent man because He exposed their sins. This reveals human 
depravity. All men are sinners, and unless we deal with our sin, 
it will grow in our hearts and fi nd expression in vile and horrible 
ways, as the sin of these deluded men of old.

II. The Anointing of Jesus

Mark 14:3-9
3. And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat 
at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment 
of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on 
his head. 
4. And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and 
said, Why was this waste of the ointment made? 
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 Mark sets in contrast the love of Mary for Jesus. Mark does 
not give us her name, but we read it in John. We also learn in 
John that this event actually took place six days before the 
Passover. Jesus was in the house of Simon, a leper, and as He 
was eating, this beautiful picture was presented. There are three 
stages to this event.
 First is the event itself. Mary, in an act of loving sacrifi ce, 
came in after dinner and, as Jesus and the others were resting, 
took an alabaster box containing precious spikenard ointment 
and poured this expensive perfume on Jesus. This beautiful act 
could not help but catch the attention of all present. They could 
see what Mary did, they could hear the box breaking, and they 
could certainly smell the ointment. This act of love brought forth 
a second act of resentment.
 When anyone does something good, there will always be 
someone who will object. Judas objected. He was indignant 
inside, and he expressed it outside. He asked why this precious 
ointment had been wasted. He stated that this could have been 
sold for three hundred pence, or nearly a year’s wages, and the 
money could have been given to the poor. Sadly, this objection 
struck a chord in the hearts of others present. They began to 
murmur, or complain, against Mary for this act of dedication 
and love. Did anyone there remember that only a few days ago 
Jesus had brought Lazarus, Mary’s dear brother, back to life? 
How could any amount of money be too much to show your love 
in such a case? We can also wonder whether any of these men 

5. For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, 
and have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her. 
6. And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought 
a good work on me. 
7. For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye 
may do them good: but me ye have not always. 
8. She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint 
my body to the burying. 
9. Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be 
spoken of for a memorial of her.



would have complained if the act of love were shown to them 
instead of Jesus. John tells us that Judas did not care for the 
poor, but he was a thief and wanted to get the money for himself. 
Many objections are born of selfi shness.
 There was the response of Jesus. He demonstrated clearly 
that this was an act of worship, not a waste. First, Jesus declared 
this was a good thing. Mary had shown that she understood 
things the others did not. Second, Jesus reminded these men 
there was no shortage of opportunity to do good for the poor. The 
poor would always be present, but Jesus was going away soon. 
There are opportunities which come once in our lives that will 
never be repeated, and we must seize them when they appear. 
Mary had done that.
 Jesus said Mary had done what she could. We are all 
limited in many ways; we cannot do everything, but we can do 
something. We ought to do what we can. Mary had shown that 
she understood Jesus was about to die, and she had anointed 
His body for burial. It is interesting to look through the Gospels 
and note the times Jesus told these disciples He was going to 
die. Over and over He told them He was heading for death. Mary 
understood this, and she understood what Jesus was about to do.
 Finally, Jesus declared this act of faith would be remembered. 
Well, here we are, reading and learning about this action taken 
two thousand years ago. Jesus’ prophecy has surely come to pass.
 What else could Mary have done with a year’s wages that 
would be a memorial for twenty centuries? What we do for the 
Lord will last through time and eternity.

III. The Betrayer of Jesus

Mark 14:10, 11, 18-21
10. And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, 
to betray him unto them. 
11. And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give 
him money. And he sought how he might conveniently betray him. 

18. And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, One 
of you which eateth with me shall betray me. 
19. And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one, 
Is it I? and another said, Is it I? 
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 Once again we see a contrast, this time in the actions of 
Judas. Here is hatred, contrasted with the love Mary had shown. 
Judas was one of the twelve, a part of the inner circle of Jesus’ 
disciples. Judas went to the chief priests; they did not approach 
him. Judas did not have to do what he did. He made choices, 
and he suffered the consequences of his choices. Judas chose to 
refuse to accept Jesus as His personal Savior. Judas heard the 
gospel and was, no doubt, convicted by it, but he never yielded 
to it. It is true that someone would betray Jesus. This had been 
prophesied, but it did not have to be Judas.
 The offi cials were glad to hear that Judas had decided to 
deliver Jesus to them. They promised him money and plotted 
with him about the details of the betrayal. Judas and the offi cials 
thought they were acting in deep secrecy, but God knew exactly 
who they were and what they were doing.
 Later, as Jesus and the twelve observed the Passover Supper, 
Jesus declared that one of those present would betray Him. The 
others were sorrowful at this news, and each one honestly asked 
the Lord whether he would be the betrayer. Jesus answered that 
it was, indeed, one of those present at the meal.
  Jesus pronounced a great woe upon the one who did betray 
Him. Remember that Judas made his choices. He chose to travel 
with Jesus but was never changed by Jesus. He chose to love 
money and to think that money would solve every problem. He 
chose to follow without real dedication and love. He made his 
choices, and he suffered the consequences of the choices.
 No one has to choose evil, but when one does, the choices 
coalesce into a lifestyle and pattern that exert an iron grip on 
human hearts. Eventually, like the chief priests and Judas, we 
can abandon all our morality for the sake of what we think is 
personal gain. This is the sad work of evil in human hearts.

20. And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the twelve, that 
dippeth with me in the dish. 
21. The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to 
that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that 
man if he had never been born.



IV. The Lord’s Supper

 We come to the fi nal contrast of love. After the Passover, Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s Supper. In this He showed vividly that He 
was giving His body and shedding His blood for the redemption 
of mankind.
 Jesus used the unleavened bread to represent His body and 
the cup to represent His blood. This blood was the basis for the 
establishment of the New Testament or New Covenant. This was 
not only the Lord’s Supper; it was also the last supper. Jesus 
plainly stated that He would not observe this again until He did 
it again in the kingdom of God.
 Jesus was teaching us with symbols, painting living pictures 
in the actions of those present with Him. Down through the ages 
the Lord’s churches still show this picture every time a local 
church observes the Lord’s Supper. Sadly, many of God’s children 
have never observed this ordinance.

 There is a wonderful parallel in the breaking of the box of 
ointment and the broken bread. The bread represents the broken 
body of Jesus, and the broken box shows a precious thing was 
broken so that a more precious thing could be poured out.
 The cup represents the shed blood of Jesus. The ointment 
was precious, but the blood of Christ was more precious. There 
could never be a price fi xed on a human soul or on the blood of 
the Son of God, but that unimaginable price was paid so that we 
could live.

A FINAL WORD

Mark 14:22-25
22. And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, 
and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body. 
23. And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them: and they all drank of it. 
24. And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many. 
25. Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, 
until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God. 
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 This is the extravagance of true love. God loved the world 
and He gave His Son so that those who believe in Him will never 
perish. We should be reminded of this every time we meet with 
our local church to observe the Lord’s Supper.

1. If you had been in the house of Simon and witnessed the 
anointing of Jesus by Mary of Bethany (Mark 14:3-7), would 
you have agreed with the disciples that the costly ointment was 
wasted? 
 2. Why did her action make such an impression on Jesus 
(Mark 14:8, 9)? Mary did for Jesus what she could with what she 
had.  Are you doing what you can with what you have?
 3. It is obvious the disciples had no idea that Judas was the 
betrayer (Mark 14:19).  He misled everyone but Jesus. Do you 
think there are similarly deceptive people in churches today?
 4. Discuss the similarities and differences between the 
Passover and the Lord’s Supper. Why did Jesus declare the 
Lord’s Supper to be a permanent ordinance, to be continually 
repeated in His churches?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION
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10 The Prayers of God’s Servant—
In the Garden

Text: Mark 14:26-46              Focus: Mark 14:26-46

Key Verses:
“And he went forward a little, and 
fell on the ground, and prayed that, 
if it were possible, the hour might 
pass from him.  And he said, Abba, 
Father, all things are possible unto 
thee; take away this cup from me: 
nevertheless not what I will, but 
what thou wilt.”

Mark 14:35, 36

Sunday Devotional: Prayer that 
Perfects, Hebrews 5:7-10.

Application: Christ agonized in 
the garden, preparing to become 
sin for us, but won the victory 
by surrendering to God’s perfect 
will. Seeking God’s will always 
brings His best.

 The events of this lesson took place on a spring night in 
Jerusalem after the observance of the Passover Supper. Jesus and 
His disciples left the upper room and traveled from Jerusalem 
toward the Mount of Olives. They arrived at the Garden of 
Gethsemane at the foot of the mountain. 
 These events were literal, but they also offer us some 
great spiritual lessons. In addition to being history, they are 
examples for us. When Jesus spoke of His death, He always set 
this tragedy in the context of the resurrection. Jesus was direct 
with His followers about His impending death and resurrection. 
He wanted them to know what was happening, but they did 
not recognize the signifi cance of these events until after the 
resurrection.
 We can see humanity in 
these verses. We see Peter 
directly and vehemently 
denying what Jesus plainly told 
Him. We see Jesus in prayer 
and the need all of us have 
for prayer in every part of our 
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 Daily Devotionals

M. — His Death—His Glory, John 12:23, 24.
T. — What To Say? John 12:27, 28.
W. — Jesus’ Place of Prayer, John 18:1, 2.
T. — Peter’s Love for Jesus, John 21:15-17.
F. — Watch and Pray, Ephesians 6:18.
S. — The Doom of Judas, Acts 1:15-20.



lives. We see the treachery of Judas as he betrayed Jesus in the 
garden. We see the hatred of the offi cials for Jesus in arresting 
Him that night. These events offer us great insight into our own 
hearts and into the actions of others.
 Jesus taught that the servant was not greater than his lord 
(John 15:20). We can expect these same attitudes and actions 
to be present in our lives. We should not be surprised when 
others make promises they cannot keep or betray their own best 
interests for money.

I. Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial.  

 The fi rst thing that stands out about this passage is how 
clearly Jesus understood what was happening at this time. He 
knew He would die on the cross, and He knew the resurrection 
would follow. The things that were about to happen were 
prophecies of the Old Testament, and Jesus began by reminding 
His disciples of this. 
 The specifi c verse Jesus quoted was from Zechariah 13:7. The 
shepherd would be smitten, and the sheep would be scattered. 
This was the fulfi llment of a direct prophecy from God. The 
things that happened to Jesus were not accidents. They were 
not the result of politics in Israel or Rome. These things had 
been foretold many years ago, and they were about to come to 
pass. There was a quality of inevitability in the things Jesus was 

Mark 14:26-31
26. And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount 
of Olives. 
27. And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me 
this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep 
shall be scattered. 
28. But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee. 
29. But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will
not I. 
30. And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even
in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
31. But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with thee, I will 
not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all.

A CLOSER LOOK

Text: Mark 14:26-46  69



teaching. The important lesson was that sometimes things will 
happen that simply cannot be changed.
 We like to think of life as fl uid and subject to change at the 
will of men. Often this seems to be the case, but there are times 
and seasons determined by the Father. When they come, nothing 
will delay them.
 Note that this message ended on a positive and hopeful note. 
After all these things were over, Jesus promised to meet these 
men again in Galilee. They were not only going into a dark 
valley, but they were also going through it; they would not stay 
in it forever. This was a message of hope after the darkness of 
the cross.
 We have the denial of Peter. Peter rashly denied the prophecy 
of the Old Testament, and he denied the specifi c prophecy of 
Jesus. Peter did not think these things applied to him. We have 
all done this in one way or another. We know what the Bible 
says, and we know it applies to others, but we do not think it 
applies to us personally.
 Jesus plainly told Peter that he would deny Him three times 
before the rooster crowed to announce the new day. This was 
specifi c and observable, and it was the Word of God. Peter should 
have meekly accepted this message.
 Instead, Peter became more insistent that he would never 
deny the Lord. He went so far as to say that the others might be 
scattered and deny the Lord, but he would die with Jesus before 
he would deny Him. His bravado caught the hearts of the others 
present, and they joined Peter in this denial.
 Most of us have been guilty of this kind of sin. We know what 
the Bible teaches. We hear it clearly, but we do not think that it 
applies to us. We want something else to happen, and we insist 
that we can do what others cannot. Jesus knew Peter better than 
he knew himself. Jesus knew that Peter’s statement was resting 
on human ability, and he could not possibly do what he promised. 
Jesus also knew that Peter would discover his weakness when 
he heard the rooster crow.

II. Jesus Agonizes in Prayer.

Mark 14:32-40
32. And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he 
saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. 
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 The Mount of Olives was covered with olive trees that the 
people of Judah grew for their oil. At the foot of the mountain 
there was a garden that enclosed an oil press, Gath Shammon. 
This is the origin of the English word Gethsemane. When they 
arrived at this garden, Jesus instructed His disciples to sit and 
wait while He went into the garden to pray. He separated from 
Peter, James and John and asked them to watch and wait. 
 Jesus told these three that His soul was sorrowful with the 
same kind of sorrow produced by death. He then went on a little 
way, fell to the ground and prayed the great prayer recorded in 
verses 35 and 36.
 In some ways this prayer is a mystery, but it does reveal the 
intense struggle between the human nature of Jesus and His 
divine nature. A great commentary on this is found in the fi fth 
chapter of Hebrews. There, we learn about the intense sorrow 
and suffering Jesus endured so that we could be saved.
 Jesus’ prayer was simple. He prayed that, if it were possible, 
this cup, His impending suffering and death, might be taken 
away. Jesus knew the cross was in His future. He did not shrink 
from it. He told His disciples plainly that He was going to die. 
However, He also realized the enormity of the weight of sin that 
had to be borne. This intense suffering brought a struggle in His 
soul, and He honestly expressed this in His prayer.

33. And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to 
be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; 
34. And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: 
tarry ye here, and watch. 
35. And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 
36. And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take 
away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou 
wilt. 
37. And he cometh, and fi ndeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, 
Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour? 
38. Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly 
is ready, but the fl esh is weak. 
39. And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same words. 
40. And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their 
eyes were heavy,) neither wist they what to answer him.



 The second part of His prayer is the resolution. Jesus prayed 
that the will of God, not His own will, might be done. This 
contrasts the human nature of Jesus with His divine nature. 
The human nature wanted to avoid the suffering, but the divine 
nature was ultimately submissive to the will of the Father.
 When Jesus had settled His heart about the coming events, 
He returned to His disciples and found them asleep. The brave 
man, who said he was willing to die with Jesus, could not stay 
awake for an hour in prayer. It was at this point that Jesus gave 
the great summation of human nature by saying the spirit was 
willing but the fl esh was weak. The solution to this is to watch, 
pray and avoid temptation. Our desire may be to rest and sleep, 
but we need the watchful attitude Jesus expected to fi nd in these 
men.
 Jesus returned to His prayer, offering the same prayer with 
the same result. He once again returned and found these men 
sleepier. They had eaten a large meal, and they were physically 
weary. They did not have the sense of the importance of His 
hour that Jesus did, and they slept without excuse. When Jesus 
questioned them, they gave Him no answer.
 Satan did not have to struggle with these disciples. Their 
resolve collapsed because they got sleepy. The fl esh is weak, but 
the solution is prayer. Our entire spiritual life begins with prayer. 
Every day we should depend on prayer. Prayer is our lifeline 
to Heaven, and there is nothing we do that is more important. 
The events in Gethsemane teach us that prayer always provides 
strength. Jesus prayed, and the answer to His prayer enabled 
Him to complete the will of God for His life. Jesus stood fi rm and 
did the will of the Father. Peter slept.

III. Jesus Betrayed by Judas

Mark 14:41-46
41. And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on 
now, and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the 
Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
42. Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. 
43. And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the 
twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from 
the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 
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 Jesus returned the third time to fi nd His disciples sound 
asleep. He announced to these sleepy men that it was enough, 
meaning His prayer session was over. The time had come for 
Jesus to be betrayed. He woke them up and led them together to 
the place where the betrayal would take place.
 Nothing which happened here was a surprise to Jesus. 
He knew what was about to happen, and He was completely 
prepared for it. One simple but profound truth that will change 
our lives is to realize that God knows the future, but we do not. 
God knows where we are going, and He loves us and seeks the 
best for us. We can be assured that when we follow His Word and 
do His will, we will be more than conquerors through Jesus our 
Lord.
 We must realize that Jesus did not live in an age of instant 
video news with pictures sent at lightening speed all over the 
world. That is our age. In His time many people had heard of 
Jesus, but they could not identify Him. Jesus traveled with a 
group of twelve other men, and it was diffi cult at times to tell 
which one of them was Jesus. The betrayal of Judas was that 
he personally knew Jesus, and he could point Jesus out to those 
who had come to make the arrest.
 The sad irony is that Jesus was not trying to hide his identity. 
He had plainly told everyone who He was, and He did so that 
night (John 18:5-8). Judas’ betrayal hurt Judas; it did not hinder 
the work of God.
 As Jesus and His disciples were walking, they met a 
multitude of men armed with staves and swords. This hastily 
formed posse was sent by the chief priests, scribes and elders. 
This was not a legal arrest made by duly appointed offi cers. This 
was a mob, perhaps, hoping to meet with resistance and simply 
execute Jesus and His followers.
 It is sadly ironic that the greeting which signifi es love 
and devotion, a kiss, was used to betray Jesus. Judas could 

44. And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead him
away safely. 
45. And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and 
saith, Master, master; and kissed him. 
46. And they laid their hands on him, and took him.



A FINAL WORD

have touched Jesus or come near and pointed to Him, but he 
chose to kiss the Lord as a sign of betrayal. What is normally 
an expression of love was perverted into a means of betrayal. 
We should read this account in Matthew, Luke and John to 
understand everything that took place at this time.
 Jesus went peacefully, and the process that would lead to the 
cross had begun.

 When Jesus was arrested that night, every one of His 
disciples fl ed. The sheep were scattered; they all forsook Him. 
After three-and-a-half years of following the Lord and seeing all 
He could do and hearing all He taught, their confi dence that 
Jesus was the Messiah suddenly left them. His willingness to 
surrender without resistance led them to believe Jesus was just 
a man after all. It was every man for himself, and they ran.
 This passage will help us when we know what God wants 
us to do, but we do not want to do what God tells us. We can 
become confi dent that somehow we can work things out in our 
own strength. In these moments, we can turn to the lessons of 
this passage and humbly approach the throne of grace in prayer 
to fi nd grace and mercy to guide us.

1. Peter and the disciples said they were willing to die for 
Jesus, but quickly denied Him. What happened to their boast? 
Did it have anything to do with their prayerlessness (Mark 
14:37, 38)?
 2. Does it bother you that Jesus was stressed about going to 
the cross (Mark 14:34, 35)? Why or why not?
 3. What did Jesus pray (Mark 14:36) that settled this issue? 
When facing confl ict or diffi cult decisions, may we pray the same 
way?
 4. Is the Lord’s admonition to watch and pray to avoid 
temptation still in effect today?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION
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11 The Pain of God’s Servant—
Betrayed, Abandoned and Denied

 Text: Mark 14:47-72              Focus: Mark 14:48-50, 53-56, 61-72

Key Verses:
“I was daily with you in the 
temple teaching, and ye took 
me not: but the scriptures must 
be fulfi lled.  And they all forsook 
him, and fl ed.”

Mark 14:49, 50

 Follow His Steps, 1 Peter 2:21-24.

 Christ suffered physical, spiritual 
and emotional abuse as He 
submitted to the will of God, so 
He can sympathize with all who 
suffer abuse.

A FIRST LOOK

 This lesson offers us a great contrast between the fl esh and 
the spirit. The fl esh is illustrated in the actions of the men in 
these verses. The spirit is illustrated in the actions of Jesus. 
Before these incidents, Jesus had spent a season in prayer 
pouring out His heart to His Father and seeking only to do His 
Father’s will.
 While Jesus was praying, Peter and the others were sleeping, 
and Judas and the evil rulers of Israel were scheming and 
plotting. They were gathering a group of men, arming them with 
swords and staves, planning on a nighttime raid on Jesus and 
His followers.
 Jesus was humbly submissive to the will of God, while those 
acting in the fl esh were resisting the conviction of the Holy Spirit 
and the truth of God’s revealed Word. The Old Testament was 
known to these men, but they 
had blinded themselves to its 
teachings. The Law of Moses, 
their source of national and 
personal pride, specifi cally 
forbade what they were 
doing, but it did not matter.
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M. — He Sympathizes with Your Hurts,
  Hebrews 4:14-16.
T. — Peter Learned To Stand, Acts 2:22-24.
W. — Who Jesus Is, Hebrews 1:1-3.
T. — He Is Coming! Revelation 1:7.
F. — Humiliation of the Holy One, Isaiah 50:6, 7.
S. — The Gaze of Jesus, Luke 22:55-62.



 The great point of these verses is that the spiritual man 
accomplishes the will of God. No matter what else happens, 
this will eventually fall to his benefi t. On the other hand, the 
fl esh will always fail. Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the 
Father while these evil men of old have long since passed into 
the anonymous ashes of history. The name of Judas became 
synonymous with betrayal. Peter is known for denial, but Jesus 
still reigns as Savior and Lord. 

I. The Arrest of Jesus

 Three incidents are brought out in Mark’s account of the 
arrest of Jesus. The fi rst is the betrayal by Judas. As we have 
learned, Judas indicated which man was Jesus by kissing Him. 
Is their anything more treacherous than an act of love, devotion 
and tenderness used for betrayal? The action which demonstrates 
love was, in fact, coldly calculated to bring about death.
 The second incident is the bumbling act of Peter in trying 
to defend Jesus. Peter drew his sword and struck a man named 
Malchus, severing his ear. This is a great illustration of the 
works of the fl esh. We strike out in fl eshly strength to slay the 
enemy, but all we do is cut off an ear. The blow is showy but 
not deadly. Luke tells us Jesus actually picked up the severed 
ear and replaced it, healing Malchus instantly. Sadly, these men 
were so deluded that no one seemed to notice this miracle.
 The third thing we notice in Mark is that as Jesus prophesied, 
every one of His followers forsook Him and fl ed. The Shepherd 
was about to be smitten, and the sheep were scattered. These 
men, who a few hours ago had pledged they would never forsake 
Jesus, ran away thinking that their own lives were in danger.

A CLOSER LOOK

Mark 14:48-50
48. And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are ye come out, as 
against a thief, with swords and with staves to take me? 
49. I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: 
but the scriptures must be fulfi lled. 
50. And they all forsook him, and fl ed.
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 We will never successfully deny the Word of the Lord. We 
may or may not believe what the Bible teaches, and we may or 
may not act on what it teaches. In the end, God will be right, and 
His Word will come to pass. Heaven and earth may pass away, 
but the Word of God will still be true. The fl eshly resolve of men 
will never counteract the revelation of God.
 Then, we learn we should be careful about what we promise. 
It is one thing to declare we will die with Jesus when we are 
surrounded by our friends at the end of a peaceful dinner. It is 
quite another to make the same claims when we are surrounded 
by an angry, armed mob.
 This situation was never out of the control of Jesus. He 
had been in the Temple with these same men, and they had 
not arrested Him. Now, it was time for Jesus to die, and God 
permitted this to happen. All these things were the fulfi llment of 
the Scriptures, even though these evil men did not realize it.
 Understanding these verses will help us when our fl esh 
rebels at listening to the Lord and doing what God tells us. A 
confl ict between human will and the Word of God is a confl ict 
between the spirit and the fl esh. 

II. The Judgment of the Council

Mark 14:53-56, 61-65
53. And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him were 
assembled all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes. 
54. And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the high 
priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fi re. 
55. And the chief priests and all the council sought for witness 
against Jesus to put him to death; and found none. 
56. For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed 
not together. 

61. But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high 
priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of 
the Blessed? 
62. And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on 
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
63. Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we 
any further witnesses? 



 Mark does not mention the appearance of Jesus before 
Annas. Instead, he takes us directly to the house of Caiphas. 
Note how carefully Mark set this scene for us. Jesus was in the 
inner room with the high priest, all the chief priests, the scribes 
and the elders. This was a large crowd gathered in the inner 
room at the residence of the high priest. Jesus was in the middle 
of this council while Peter sat with the guards around the fi re, 
outside in the courtyard, where he could look in and see all that 
was happening on that chilly spring night in Jerusalem. Mark 
points out that these two situations took place side by side.
 There were two stages to this make-believe trial. The verdict 
was determined before any evidence was heard. This council 
was not seeking truth or justice; they were looking for a way 
to kill Jesus. They began by hearing testimony from witnesses. 
They were looking for anyone who could come up with testimony 
proving Jesus had committed a crime worthy of death. They 
could fi nd no such witnesses.
 There were many witnesses who brought false testimonies 
against Jesus. No doubt, each one had his own agenda, and since 
the testimonies were false, they did not agree. There is a kind of 
mob mentality that affects the fl esh and makes men in groups 
behave in a way they would not if they were alone. Any one of 
these false witnesses would likely not have gone to Jesus one-on-
one and made any accusation against Him but shouting from a 
mob seemed all right. Again, we see the fl esh contrasted with the 
spirit.
 This trial was illegal. First, it was held at night. Jewish law 
insisted that all trials of criminals before the priests be held in 
the daytime. Second, it met in the wrong place. There was a hall 
set aside for the council, and only the meetings held there were 
valid. This meeting was held in the residence of the high priest. 
Third, the Jews were prohibited by Law from reaching a verdict 
on the same day the trial was held, but the verdict was passed 
immediately at the end of this fake trial.

64. Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all 
condemned him to be guilty of death. 
65. And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to 
buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike 
him with the palms of their hands.
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 However, in spite of all this and the contrived testimony, 
things did not go well for the priests. The false witnesses against 
Jesus did not agree. There was such a discrepancy that it was 
obvious they were either lying or did not know what they were 
talking about. The priests were getting uneasy because the 
testimonies of these witnesses did not agree. 
 At this point, the high priest did something completely out of 
order and began to try to get Jesus to incriminate Himself. The 
judge became the prosecutor. Jesus had not responded to the 
false witnesses, and Caiphas asked Him directly, “Art thou the 
Christ?” (verse 61). Caiphas was forcing Jesus to testify against 
Himself. Jesus replied, giving us one of the clearest declarations 
in the Bible, that He was, indeed, the Messiah of Israel. 
 Jesus answered simply, “I am” (verse 62). Jesus then told this 
man that he would see Him coming in clouds of glory and would 
then know the truth of this statement. Jesus was informing this 
lost man of his own future.
 We see the anger and frustration in the actions of the high 
priest of Israel. He literally tore, or rent, his clothes as if in 
great mourning, and he turned to the council with his judgment. 
He stated they had heard enough and did not need any more 
evidence. In fact, they had no evidence at all, but, nevertheless, 
they condemned Jesus to death.
 Now, note this sad, sad, scene. The highest authorities and 
most respected men in Israel behaved like angry children. They 
spat on Jesus, they covered His face and struck Him daring 
Him to tell them who had struck the blow. Here, we see the 
depraved fl eshly nature of men. Why torment a man who had 
just been condemned to die? What could these evil men gain by 
humiliating any condemned prisoner, much less one who was 
completely innocent?

III. The Denials of Peter 

Mark 14:66-72
66. And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of the 
maids of the high priest: 
67. And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, 
and said, And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth. 
68. But he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou 
sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew. 



 While this was taking place inside, Peter was warming 
himself outside. While he watched, note that Peter did not rush in 
to defend Jesus, a maid of the high priest saw Peter and declared 
that he had been with Jesus. Peter denied her accusation stating 
he did not even understand what she was saying. He went out 
onto the porch, and the rooster crowed. 
 The pesky maid would not leave Peter alone, and she again 
stated Peter was one of those who had been with Jesus. Again, 
Peter denied he knew Jesus. Now, the crowd got into it because 
Peter was a Galilean and had a distinct speech pattern. The 
crowd recognized this, and the accusation of the maid began to 
make sense to them. 
 Peter began to curse and swear, literally taking an oath that 
he did not know the man of whom they spoke. Peter did not call 
Jesus’ name for fear of being identifi ed with Him. At that time, 
the rooster crowed again, and Peter remembered the words of 
Jesus. Before the cock had sounded twice, Peter had denied the 
Lord three times. There was nothing left for Peter to say, and 
when he thought about what he had done, he wept bitter tears 
of repentance.
 Again, the fl esh had been weak. Jesus had affi rmed under 
oath that He was the Messiah, and Peter had put himself under 
the same kind of oath to deny he knew who Jesus was. What a 
contrast in being led by the fl esh and the spirit.

 The events surrounding the death of Jesus are the most 
signifi cant things that have ever taken place in all history. Every 

69. And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them that stood 
by, This is one of them. 
70. And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said 
again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, 
and thy speech agreeth thereto. 
71. But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man 
of whom ye speak. 
72. And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the 
word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.

A FINAL WORD
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human being in the entire world who has ever lived has been 
affected by these events. If we believe the Scriptures, this is the 
focal point of all history. These are the most crucial events that 
have ever taken place. That makes it important that we carefully 
study what God recorded about this week.
 All our current events and problems will be a fading memory 
in a few years. What was the front-page news ten years ago? If 
you can remember, note how unimportant it seems to us now. 
This is the work of the fl esh. In contrast, the work of the Holy 
Spirit shines brightly through the ages. Jesus is still the Messiah 
and the only hope for the souls of lost men.

 1. Was Peter wrong in seeking to defend Jesus with his 
sword? Read Matthew 26:51-56 and discuss the Lord’s response.
 2. Why were the disciples so quick to fl ee, even though they 
had claimed they would die with Jesus (Mark 14:31)?
 3. When Jesus stood before the high priest, did He plainly 
claim to be the Messiah? Read Mark 14:62 and discuss His 
answer.
 4. Did Peter repent of denying Jesus? Other than his tears, 
what proof is there that Peter repented?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION



February 16, 2014

12 The Passion of God’s Servant—
Paying the Price of Sin

Text: Mark 15:1-39          Focus: Mark 15:1, 12-20, 22, 24,
                                                  26, 31, 32, 34, 38

Key Verses:
“And at the ninth hour Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 
which is, being interpreted, My 
God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?”

Mark 15:34

 The Necessity of Christ’s Death, Luke 
24:26, 44-47.
 
Christ was abused, rejected, mocked 
and crucifi ed to pay the penalty of sin 
for all people.  Every believer should 
live for Christ who died for him.

A FIRST LOOK 

 Those who know Jesus as their Savior and Lord can hardly 
examine the crucifi xion of Jesus analytically. Our heartfelt 
beliefs will stir our emotions, and it is diffi cult to examine the 
suffering recorded and the greater suffering implied in these 
accounts without tear fi lled eyes.
 What we are reading here is our own just sentence carried 
out on the completely innocent Son of God. This is not merely 
an account of another innocent man who fell victim to rotten 
politics and cowardly leaders. Sadly, this happens often. Neither 
is this an account of a brave martyr who died for a noble cause. 
Such cases may stir us, and rightly so, but this is the unique 
account of the totally guiltless Son of God laying down His own 
life so that we can live. The 
death of Jesus was not only 
sacrifi cial; it was intercessory. 
He died for you and me so that 
we will not have to suffer the 
awful penalty of our sins.
 We must remember that 
Jesus plainly stated in John 
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 Daily Devotionals

M. — He Gave Himself for Us, Galatians 1:3, 4.
T. — He Is Our Advocate, 1 John 2:1, 2.
W. — He Saves from Wrath, Romans 5:8, 9.
T. — He Redeems from Sins, Romans 3:24-26.
F. — He Bought Us, 1 Corinthians 6:14-20.
S. — He Brings Us Near, Ephesians 2:13-16.



10:17, 18 no one could take His life from Him. No power on earth 
or in hell could kill Jesus against His will to die. The evil men 
recorded here thought they were in control, but, in truth, all of 
this was the climax of the eternal plan of God. Jesus had the 
power to lay down His life, and as He proved, He had the power 
to take it up again.
 More than that, He has the power to give that life to anyone 
who will repent of his sins and place his faith in Him as his 
Savior and Lord.

I. Jesus Was Wrongfully Condemned.

 The council that found Jesus guilty could not extract the 
punishment they wanted. The Romans had taken capital 
punishment away from the Jews at this time, and for Jesus 
to be killed He had to be found guilty in a Roman court. The 
consultation of the council was not to determine the guilt of 
Jesus; it was to try to determine a way to have Him killed.
 Note the wonderful control of God over all circumstances. 
If the Jews had had the power to kill Jesus, they would have 
stoned Him to death. The Scriptures had foretold that Jesus 
would hang on a tree. God was always in control of this situation.
 Jesus’ interaction with Pilate, the Roman governor, offers 
us many interesting lessons. Pilate was a man who knew right 
but chose to do wrong. When Jesus was brought before Pilate, 

A CLOSER LOOK
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Mark 15:1, 12-15
1. And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation 
with the elders and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, 
and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate. 

12. And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then 
that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews? 
13. And they cried out again, Crucify him. 
14. Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And 
they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him. 
15. And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas 
unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be 
crucifi ed.



he wanted to know the charges. At fi rst, Jesus was silent, and, 
then, as recorded in John 18:36, He told Pilate that His kingdom 
was not of this world. This was assuring him that Jesus was not 
a threat to Roman rule in Judea. 
 According to Mark 15:10, Pilate was not a fool. He knew he 
was being used by the chief priests. No doubt, Pilate had heard 
about Jesus’ activities in the Temple, and he knew the chief 
priests were envious of Christ and that jealousy was behind 
their desire to have Jesus killed.
 Pilate sought a political way out of his dilemma by offering 
to release either Jesus or Barabbas, a known murderer, to the 
crowd. This was a custom at this time, and Pilate was sure the 
Jews would want Jesus released. To the surprise of Pilate, the 
crowd chose to release Barabbas and crucify Jesus.
 Pilate seemed puzzled at the decision of the crowd. He 
questioned their decision, asking what Jesus had done to deserve 
death. The crowd did not answer but simply cried, “Crucify 
him.”(verse 14). Crucifi xion was an especially cruel punishment 
reserved for the worst possible offenders. The process was simple 
but horrible. The person to be crucifi ed was nailed to a cross and 
left to die from thirst or exposure. Often, it would mean day after 
day of horrible, humiliating suffering before death came.
 The sentence was passed. Pilate scourged Jesus, or had 
Him whipped, and presented Him to the crowd. Perhaps, Pilate 
thought that seeing the beaten and bloody body of Jesus would 
satisfy the crowd. Pilate presented Jesus this one last time, but 
the crowd again cried for crucifi xion. Now, the awful sentence 
would be carried out.

II. Jesus Was Cruelly Mocked.
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Mark 15:16-20
16. And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; 
and they call together the whole band. 
17. And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, 
and put it about his head, 
18. And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! 
19. And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon 
him, and bowing their knees worshipped him. 
20. And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from 
him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him.
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 These verses record a strange thing. Roman soldiers did not 
usually do this to those sentenced to crucifi xion. These soldiers 
were rough, hard men accustomed to carrying out gruesome 
orders. They could callously kill men in battle in the morning and 
go to dinner. This mockery of Jesus seems to have a tremendous 
passion behind it. They called the whole band together, including 
all the soldiers who were off duty or out in the city. They were 
all joined together in this. These actions were spontaneous; no 
one ordered them to do this. These men decided themselves to 
indulge in this cruel and insulting mockery. They found a purple 
robe and put it on Jesus. They made a crown of thorns and forced 
it on Jesus’ head. They put a reed in His hand for a scepter and 
began to salute Him, eventually spitting on Him. They jerked 
the reed out of His hand and hit Him over the head with it.
 Why this strange, insulting mockery? The answer is revealed 
in what they said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” (Mark 15:18). These 
men could not have been angry with Jesus personally. In all 
probability they had never seen Him before and knew little about 
Him. These men were angry with the Jews. All their hatred 
and resentment against this stubborn and diffi cult people came 
pouring out and found its object in this one, lonely Jew whom 
they thought was regarded in some sense as the King of the 
Jews. The evil combination of bigotry and racial hatred came 
pouring out against Jesus. 
 These men were about to be confronted with the cross. As 
the cross of Jesus comes into the life of any man, woman, boy 
or girl, it has a powerful way of tearing off disguises. We must 
answer fi nally, clearly and honestly about our reaction to Jesus. 
That is why the great question of all time is, “What will you do 
with Jesus, who is called Christ?” If you do not believe in Jesus, 
what do you believe? Instead of believing in love, you believe in 
hate. Instead of believing in truth, you believe in lies. Instead of 
wanting honesty, you desire deceit. 
 The sinful hearts of these Roman soldiers were laid bare 
before all men in these awful actions. The fi nal test of morality 
for every person is in how we feel about Jesus. Every one of us 
will either accept Jesus or we will mock Him in an attempt to 
minimize our own conviction of sin. We cannot change our hearts, 
but Jesus can. If we will honestly listen to Him, He will change 
us.



III. Jesus Was Crucifi ed.

 Mark’s account of the crucifi xion differs from those in the 
other Gospels. Mark leaves out many things the others included. 
For instance, Mark mentions only one sentence spoken by Jesus, 
the seven words that He spoke from the cross. 
 Mark sums up the horror of the crucifi xion in Mark 15:24. 
They crucifi ed Him. This happened outside the city of Jerusalem 
at a place that looked like a skull, and was, thus, named Golgotha. 
This was a small hill, on a public road. Many people passed this 
site on their way in and out of Jerusalem. The crucifi xion was a 
public event.
 The soldiers who carried out the executions were allowed 
to keep the personal property of the prisoners. They could not 
divide the robe Jesus wore, but they gambled to see who would 
get it, rather than tear it into useless pieces. Imagine the hard 
hearts of men who could play games in the shadow of the death 
of an innocent man. 
 Pilate had ordered a superscription written over the cross of 
Jesus. The Jews objected to the wording. They wanted it to say 
that Jesus had claimed to be the King of the Jews, not that He 
was the King of the Jews. Pilate had enough of the envy of the 
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Mark 15:22, 24, 26, 31, 32, 34, 38
22. And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being 
interpreted, The place of a skull. 

24. And when they had crucifi ed him, they parted his garments, 
casting lots upon them, what every man should take. 

26. And the superscription of his accusation was written over, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. 

31. Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves 
with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save. 
32. Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we 
may see and believe. And they that were crucifi ed with him reviled 
him. 

34. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, 
Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me? 

38. And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom.
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Jews and allowed the superscription to stand as it was. Jesus 
died under the banner of truth. He was, indeed, the King of the 
Jews.
 The men who had orchestrated the death of Jesus wanted 
to watch Him die. They gathered at the cross to taunt Jesus 
claiming He had saved others but could not save Himself. This 
was not true. Jesus could have saved Himself at any moment 
in this process. Jesus told Peter that He had twelve legions 
of angels ready to defend Him had He chosen to do so. Jesus 
could have easily convinced Pilate to free Him. Jesus could have 
stopped this any time He chose, but He chose to suffer and die 
so that we can live. No one murdered Jesus although all men are 
responsible for His death. It was our sin that held the Son of God 
to the cross. 
 Finally, from the depths of His soul, Jesus cried the famous 
cry, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?”(verse 34). 
Then, He literally dismissed His spirit and the deed was done. 
Jesus was dead and the penalty had been paid.
 At that moment there was a great earthquake in Jerusalem 
and the veil of the Temple was split from the top to the bottom. 
The veil served to isolate the Holy of Holies from the rest of 
the Temple and with the tearing of the veil, God had declared 
the Law was fulfi lled. No more sacrifi ces would need to be made 
because the Lamb of God had died to take away the sin of the 
world.

 It is not possible for us to understand the terrible agony 
Jesus suffered on the cross. We simply cannot understand all 
the things that took place during those hours. We are out of our 
depth, but we can accept what we cannot explain.
 The torn veil was a physical way of declaring that the way to 
God was open to all. God was saying to the soldiers who crucifi ed 
Jesus that they were welcome at His throne of grace. God was 
saying to the priests and rulers that they were welcome if they 
would repent of their sins and believe in Him whom they had 
hated so much.
 In fact, Jesus would later send His men into this city to 
preach that message. The good news of the gospel is not that 

A FINAL WORD



men are sinners, and it is not good news to explore the depths 
of human depravity. The good news is that sinners can be saved 
when they will honestly repent of their sins and place their faith 
in Jesus Christ, the one who died so that all can have eternal life.

1. Read Mark 15:9-15 and discuss the class opinions of 
Pontius Pilate. What kind of man was he?
 2. Consider the cruel mockery of Jesus by the soldiers (verses 
17-20) and discuss the enormous price Jesus paid to redeem 
lost people. What more can you do for Jesus in light of such a 
sacrifi ce?
 3. Discuss the place of His crucifi xion, Golgotha, and share 
any class members’ experiences who may have been there in 
Jerusalem.
 4. Why did Jesus accuse God of forsaking Him (verse 34)? Did 
God forsake Him? Why?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION
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13 The Preservation of God’s
Servant—He Is Alive in Heaven

Text: Mark 15:40—16:20            Focus: Mark 15:42, 43, 46; 16:1-7, 9-15, 19, 20

Key Verses:
“So then after the Lord had spoken 
unto them, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand 
of God. And they went forth, and 
preached every where, the Lord 
working with them, and confi rming the 
word with signs following. Amen.”

Mark 16:19, 20

Sunday Devotional: Proclaim 
the Risen Savior! Acts 4:10-12.

Application: Christ was cru-
cifi ed, buried, resurrected, 
ascended and is alive forever 
more.  Let the living Lord save 
and rule in your life.

A FIRST LOOK

 No matter how powerful the words, it is impossible to 
overestimate the importance of the events recorded in these 
verses. This is the only durable message of hope ever given to 
mankind. It is a sweeping statement, but it is absolutely true. 
The resurrection makes the difference in Christianity and all 
other religions.
 Over the years many men have gathered a following, perhaps 
even spoke insightful truth and established themselves as 
religious leaders. Many of these men were killed for what they 
taught, but Jesus Christ is unique. Jesus died for others, and 
as Paul taught in Romans 5:7, human beings may do as much 
for each other. However, that is where human ability ends. We 
may lay down our lives, but 
we do not have the power to 
take them up again.
 The resurrection of 
Jesus was not a private 
matter done in the presence 
of special people. The 
resurrection was a public 
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 Daily Devotionals
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event witnessed by many, reliable people. After the resurrection, 
Jesus was seen by a crowd of over fi ve hundred people. We have 
reliable and accurate testimony about this event which not only 
changed history, but it changed the hope of every individual 
human being.
 If Jesus did what He said He did and He rose from the dead, 
we have real hope. The future is not a series of declining days 
that lead to darkness. The future is as bright as the promises 
of God. Jesus is there, on the other side of death, waiting to 
welcome God’s children home to be with Him forever. This is the 
wonderful promise of the resurrection, and these verses establish 
that promise.

I. The Burial of Jesus

 There are several important lessons from the burial of Jesus. 
First, the Romans would not bury a body if they were not certain 
the person was dead. The Romans had detachments of soldiers 
whose grisly job it was to enter battlefi elds after the battle and 
kill all the wounded who remained. There was absolutely no 
doubt that Jesus was dead. 
 The next thing we notice is the timing of the burial. The 
Sabbath following the Passover was approaching. This was a 
high day in Israel and the site of the crucifi xion had to be cleared 
for this observance. The Sabbath actually began at sunset on 
the previous day. On that day preparation was made for the 
Sabbath. The Law forbade people to cook, clean or travel far on 
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Mark 15:42, 43, 46
42. And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, 
that is, the day before the sabbath, 
43. Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also 
waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, 
and craved the body of Jesus. 

46. And he bought fi ne linen, and took him down, and wrapped him 
in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, 
and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre.
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the Sabbath. No work could be done so preparation had to be 
made the day before. Of course, this routine preparation was 
delayed due to the crucifi xion. Now, it had to proceed. Death 
often invades our lives, but in one way or another, life goes on. 
The day-to-day chores of living have to be done.
 We see how God had prepared the hearts of two men on the 
council to take care of the body of Jesus. If Joseph and Nicodemus 
had not acted, the body of Jesus would probably have been taken 
to the valley of Gehenna and disposed of as garbage. We read 
about the involvement of Nicodemus in John 19:38-42.
 Joseph was a wealthy man from Arimathea north of 
Jerusalem. He had purchased a new sepulcher, or rock-hewn 
tomb, in a garden near Golgotha. This was to be a burial place 
for a family and used for generations.
 These men acted boldly and swiftly and were an important 
part of the overall plan of God. Joseph went to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. Pilate gave an offi cial release, and these 
men quickly took the body and prepared it for burial. They were 
constrained by time and could not completely prepare the body. 
Because it was getting late, they wrapped the body in linen 
burial cloths, placed it in the sepulcher and a huge stone was 
rolled over the entrance to seal the tomb.
 If the body of Jesus had not been buried in a specifi c and 
obvious way, the resurrection could have been questioned. Jesus 
was buried in a defi nite and distinct place. Pilate released the 
body to Joseph with full assurance from his soldiers that Jesus 
was dead. The body was literally secured in a stone vault that no 
one could enter or leave. As we learn in Matthew 27:62-66, the 
rulers of Israel went to Pilate and requested an armed guard be 
posted at the grave so that the followers of Jesus could not steal 
the body and claim He had been resurrected. Pilate agreed, and 
the tomb of Jesus was made as secure as men could make it.

II. The Resurrection of Jesus

Mark 16:1-7
1. And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, 
that they might come and anoint him. 



 The Sabbath, perhaps the saddest Sabbath in all the history 
of Israel, passed uneventfully. Early in the morning of the fi rst 
day of the new week, three ladies went to the tomb with heavy 
hearts to perform an unpleasant duty. These women were moved 
by love, faith and duty. They loved Jesus, and they wanted to see 
His burial ritual completed. They could have reasoned that He 
was dead, and it made no difference what happened to His body. 
The respect we show to the bodies of dead loved ones is a way of 
showing respect to the memory and character of those who have 
gone before us. At such times, our efforts are not wasted.
 These ladies were acting in faith. They did not know how 
the stone would be removed so that they could gain access to 
the body of Jesus, but they trusted the Lord to somehow make 
a way for them to enter the tomb. This was not a pleasant task. 
Lazarus’ body had been properly prepared, but after a few days 
his body had begun to stink. These women were not anticipating 
a pleasant experience that morning, but they were moved by 
love and duty to show their respect to someone who had been a 
blessing to them.
 It is important to note that, even though Jesus had 
specifi cally taught His disciples that He would die and would be 
resurrected after three days, none of these men were present on 
this morning. Like so many, they heard the words, but they did 
not change their behavior.
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2. And very early in the morning the fi rst day of the week, 
they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 
3. And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone 
from the door of the sepulchre? 
4. And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: 
for it was very great. 
5. And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting 
on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were 
affrighted. 
6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, which was crucifi ed: he is risen; he is not here: behold the 
place where they laid him. 
7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before 
you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.
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 The thing that worried the women, the large stone, was not a 
problem at all. When they got to the tomb, they found the stone 
rolled away. Their concern had been totally without merit. God 
had already solved their problem before they got to the tomb. 
What a wonderful lesson for everyone who worries about the 
future. God has already worked out our problems for us.
 They entered the tomb and saw a young man, an angel, 
sitting there. They were naturally afraid to see anyone alive 
sitting in a tomb, but the angel told them not to be afraid. He 
knew they were looking for Jesus and told them plainly that He 
was not in the grave; He was risen. He encouraged the women to 
examine the place where Jesus had been laid and make sure for 
themselves that the tomb was empty. 
 The angel told them to go and tell the disciples and Peter 
that Jesus was doing exactly what He said He would do. The 
disciples would meet Jesus again in Galilee. The Word of God 
had been proven. Jesus was alive, and He is alive forevermore.

III. The Appearances of Jesus

 An empty tomb could have been arranged by clever men. 
There are many possibilities that come to mind. The proof of 
the resurrection is that Jesus was seen by literally hundreds of 

Mark 16:9-15
 9. Now when Jesus was risen early the fi rst day of the week, he 
appeared fi rst to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven 
devils. 
10. And she went and told them that had been with him, as they 
mourned and wept. 
11. And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been 
seen of her, believed not. 
12. After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as 
they walked, and went into the country. 
13. And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they 
them. 
14. Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and 
upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because 
they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. 
15. And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.



witnesses who knew Him personally. This could not have been 
faked or arranged. The resurrection either took place or it did 
not, and our hope of eternal life rests there.
 The Bible records a completely credible list of men and 
women who saw and interacted with Jesus after He died on the 
cross. When Mary came to the disciples with the report Jesus 
was alive, they simply did not believe her. Mark records that 
after Jesus appeared to the men on the road to Emmaus and 
these men reported to the disciples in Jerusalem, but they still 
did not believe in the resurrection.
 Finally, Jesus appeared in person to the eleven and actually 
rebuked them for hearing and not believing the testimony of the 
witnesses. These witnesses had been testifying to the thing Jesus 
had taught His disciples. The reason for this unbelief was the 
hardness of the hearts of these men. After all, Jesus had taught 
them, their hearts had been hardened by the terrible experiences 
of the past few days. The world of these eleven men had been 
turned upside down, and they believed their own feelings and 
emotions rather than the words Jesus had taught them.
 The promises of God are fantastic. They challenge the most 
trusting heart and the most receptive mind. They call on us to 
accept things our physical senses tell us could not happen; yet, 
the promises of God are absolutely true. We will die, but we can 
also live again. Through our faith in Christ, we will live again, 
as we are living now, but in a new physical body, like the one 
Jesus had after the resurrection. That is the unique promise of 
Christianity, and it rests on the fact that Jesus died, was buried 
and came forth from the grave in complete victory over death 
and hell.

IV. The Ascension of Jesus 
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Mark 16:19, 20
19. So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received 
up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 
20. And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confi rming the word with signs following. Amen.
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 Jesus spent many days with these men teaching them about 
the things they would do in the future. There are many lessons 
for us in studying the post resurrection ministry of Jesus.
 One thing Mark records is the command to preach the gospel 
as these men went into the world. It is almost taken for granted 
that they would go, but as they went they were to take the gospel 
and share it with all men everywhere.
 That gospel is clearly defi ned for us in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. 
The gospel is not that all men are sinners. It is not that Jesus 
was love, and He taught us to love each other. The gospel is not 
a better way to live, so that we can be prepared to go to Heaven 
when we die. All these things are important in their own right, 
but the gospel is clearly the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Any kind of preaching which omits these important 
truths is merely pretty words that have little or no eternal 
substance.
 Finally, when His men were equipped and His work on earth 
was done, Jesus was received into Heaven. We have the record 
of this in Acts 1:1-11. The apostles of Jesus went everywhere. 
The Lord was with them, and they did exactly what Jesus had 
taught them to do. They preached the Word and confi rmed their 
message with the power Jesus had given them.

 Mark closes this book with Jesus physically in Heaven 
but also spiritually here among us. He is living as Lord in His 
churches, helping them in their activities and going with them 
as they carry His gospel into all the world. 
 The apostles, these unlikely witnesses, laid the foundation 
that has stood through the centuries. Paul taught in 
Ephesians 2:20-22 that the foundation of the New Testament 
was laid by the apostles and the prophets. Jesus Christ is the 
chief cornerstone upon which this whole spiritual building has 
grown through the centuries. The foundation that was laid by 
the apostles has preserved the truth about Jesus for us. Their 
testimonies were confi rmed by the signs that accompanied them 
in their ministries, so that we would know what they said and 
wrote was and is the truth.

A FINAL WORD
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 Whatever we do for the Lord rests on the great foundation 
which has already been laid. We do not need to add to it, and we 
will never need a new foundation. Our job is to preach the good 
news of Jesus Christ; the gospel that can set us free from sin, 
change our lives and lead us into eternal peace with God.

1. Consider Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, secret 
disciples. What did they gain by their lack of public commitment 
to Christ? What did they lose by their lack of public commitment?
 2. Why did the angel specify “and Peter” (Mark 16:7) in 
making the announcement?
 3. Why were the disciples so slow to believe Christ had 
arisen from the dead? Why is it hard for some to believe in His 
resurrection today?
 4. Why do you think the resurrection of Christ is so vehemently 
attacked and denied by unbelievers?

FOR CLASS DISCUSSION
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